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I ſay 1 will haue all 
both Ve & principall. 


M:ze 15 the wſarers defire, 
To rcete in carth, wallow 


in mire. 


A Living ſpare me, 
and Dead ſhare me. 


Calvin Epiſt. de 1ſnras 
In repnb.benc conil ituta nemo ſ@tnerater, tolerabilis cit, ſed ome 
nine deber © conſortto bominam revyci: An' uſurer 1s not to era - 
ble in a well eltabliſhed Common-weale, but utnerly to be | 
rejeRed out of the company of men, 
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in mire. 


A Living ſpare me, 
and Dead ſhare me. 


Calvin Epiſt. de 1ſnras 
In repnb.benc conil ituta nemo ſ@tnerater, tolerabilis cit, ſed ome 
nine deber © conſortto bominam revyci: An' uſurer 1s not to era - 
ble in a well eltabliſhed Common-weale, but utnerly to be | 
rejeRed out of the company of men, 
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The Llluſtracion. 


He Covetow wretah,co what may we compare, 
3k better then Swine : both of one nature are, 
One grumbles,the other grunts: both groſſe,and dull, 
h , fill feeding, and yer never full, 
Reſemblance from their babits may be had, 
the one in Furyre, th' other in Briftles clad. 
Rich men by others ſweate augment their pounds, 
the Hog's ſtill rooting in his neighbours grounds. 
They neyther of them upward caſt an eye, 
both downeward looke, and prey on what they ſpic, 
Nor differ they in death, The Brawne nought yeilds 
- till cut in Co/ersinto Cheekes, and Shields, 
Like him the uſurer, howſoever fed, 2 
profits none /ivisg, till himſelfe be cead. 
Both with the Chr:ſtmas.box may well comply, 
7t nothing yeilds till broke, They ll chey dye. b 
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ENGLISH 


USUR E R. Syn. 6.63.10 
OR, 
USURY CONDEMNED, 


BY 


The moſt Learned, and famous 


Divines of the Church of England, aud 
Dedicated to all his cAtzefties Subiects, 


for the ſay of further increaſe 
of the ſame: 


i. 


Collected 
By Ioun Braxton, Preacher of 
Gods Word, at Oſmington, in Dorcet-ſhire. 
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The ſecoud Impreſſion, Correited by the Authonr. 
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Caivin , Epilt- de uſura. | 
Aded plus quam rarum eit enndem eſſe hominem probum et 
feneratoremeIt is moxethen rare,(or it is very ſeldome 


ſeene, ) that one and the ſame perſon, ſhould be both 


an honeſt man,and an uſurer- "RM 
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To the Reader. | 


FR Here arc ſore commit uſury, not Why ſome 
knowing itto be a ſinne : eyther be- are uſurers, 
| cauſe they have not the Word, or 

they uſenor'the Word: for the en- - 
lightning of their hearts. Thoſe 


that bee ignorant for want of the 


Word,are much tobe pittied; and yet is their want oo Ces 
that way,the juſt puniſhment of ſinne, Thoſe that aſury Epi- 


arc ignorant for the uſing of the Vord,are ſharpely Re to the 
to be reproved,as thoſe whoſe ignorance accrewing Reader. 
from cheir owne negligence, 15 meere finhe unto 
them. /n utriſque nou eſt juſta excuſatio, ſed juſta ron Auguſt, ad 
demnatio,layth Auguftine, Neyther of both can juſt- + ooze [ 
ly beexculed, nay, cytherof both is juſtly-robe con- Ep. os 4 
demned. Others commit ufury,andſtand to excuſe! | 
it,aleadging for themſekvesthe authority of menito; 
theſe I anfiver,as Laffantizs did to the Gentiles who 
grounded their religion upon theatithority of their' La. de 
Anceſtours,[d [ohum reflum-eft,quod #atio preſeribir, Orjgine er - 
not that which'men ſay/hucthatwhichyreafon wars 1071s fo2-6.7- 
raneth, 15 rrght. and"robe approved, 
W- To 


%. 


To the Reader, 


To them that alledge Examples, I anfiver with 
the ancicat.proverbe, /it1tw7 precegs is non exemplic; 
we muſt live by precepts, and not by examples. 

Exod- 23-2 Andwith that of 4ſoſes, Thou ſhalt not follow a mylti- 
tude ro doe evil. To them which juſtifie uſury robe 
lawfull, I ſtand not heere to make anſwer +, for 
to that end ſerveth, the. treatiſe following. . One- 

Cypriv, Iy , I apply unto- them , ..that .ayvthuoh © Cipri- 

De Siwnpli- ay ſpake of ſome Teachers of his time, Came 

citate prela* bylantes in tenebris, habere ſe lucem exiſtimant : 


gm walking4in'datkeneſle, they ſuppoſe they, have.the” 


light. SB 
Diftruſtin "To'them that pretend, they cannot otherwiſe 


_ Cods pro- Iwe,. 1 reply ; that they may accuſe themſelves 


vidence, the of »{loth and idlenefle, of infideliry and diſtruſt 

wurers lit--1'Gods Providence : which 1s indeed the uſurers 
finne. © | 0! 2} 

Others, yer there are, who knowing the- pra. 

Ctife to bee evil! , and themſelves nor being able 

Simil,, 10: excuſe. it, they turne their' Nofe 'upon” the 

very wind ©, | like the Weather-cocke , 'and like 

mademen rage at thoſe that woald binde them 

for. their benefit : and are like the Swinef which 

Math. 9,6, Chriſt ſpeaketh in the Goſpell, who when they 

have Pcarles' throwne before them , 'eurne . againe, 

and-all: to rent thoſe that Eaſt them, | God''bee 

mercifull -unto. this kinde of uſurers, and ' con 

S,mile, + vent them , (if it beehis will, ) for theircaſe 

is deſperate. ' They axe» like-unto- a fooliſh pas» 

tient, whois ready to: flic into-the faceof ithe 

Chicurgian, when he: ſeatrcheth his wound/unto 


the 


— 


To the Reader. 
tbe botrome, for the curing of it. VVhat will follow 
hereupon > but the ruine of the uſurer? © 

Others, when the Miniſter preacherh inſt 
uſury , encourage themſelves in their unchatt- . 
table courte of life , by this conceir : that 1t'is. 
bur his private opinion. This Treatiſe will make ..-- 
it evident, that, wſury to be wnlarfull, proceeds The moſt 
not out of the months of ſome few Humoriſts in —_ 
rbe Country, (for ſo the uſurers account them : ) pawn novo 
but it is the- judgment of thoſe who fit ar the yy. 
Helme, and defervedly are accounted pillars inthe 
Church of God. £ 

As for the Author of this Treatiſe: underſtand, 

rhat he neyther lendeth,nor taketh upon _uſury: for yurers vile 
he followes his calling, and doth not buſy himſelfe perſons, Pl. 
much with the affaires of the world, As for pro- 15+ 
feſt uſurers, he efteemes them as vile perſons , in 
whoſe eyes they are molt juſtly contemned, bur he 
honaurerh thoſe that feare the Lord,which the uſu- 
rers doe not, And therefore being free from the 
oviltineſſe of this ſinne, he may the more free! 
give ſentence u, on the ungo.llineſle thereof, Tuds. 
cet ille de altering errore(layth S. Ambroſe) qui non Abroſ. ſu- 
habet in ſeipſo quod condemmet : judicer , qui non agit er v* rig 
eadem que 11 alio putaverit punienda, Let him ORETenS 
jadge of another mans default , who hath not 
the ſame fault to condemne in bimſelfe : let him 
judge of another who committeth not the ſame 
thing which be deemeth worthy the puniſhing in 
another, | 

K now morcover,that he is a thorough conforma- 


a ble 


To the Reader, 


| be Member, andMiniſter of the Church of Eng- 


land. And for the Sco 
for the information and 


cope. © of this Treatiſe, it 1s 
alvation of | th y ſoule, and 


(a) $7 quid a: owne ſoule, Take the treatiſe, and a) give pray- 


ex uſu tno 
reperias, i: 
Va me pre= 
Cibua twrt 
aud deum ; 
aAliam mer- 
cedem non 
difiders. 
vale, 


, for 


Thy fellow member in 


Chriſt Teſus, 


IOoOunN BLAXT ON. 


we Tat I of "EF Contents, 


CHAP. r. 


V Sury defined by Biſhop Donletf M, Fenton, 


CHAP. 2. 
The diftinfion of uſury into mentall and afluall, where 
attuall uſury ts diflingi ſhed from other contrafts: as 
1 Fromliberall contrafts. 2 From all lawful buying . 
2 From lanfull Location,or lerring to hire. 4 From 
the contraRt of Partnerſhip. From adventurers uſu- 


ry. 6 From liberal uſury. 7 From recompencing uſu- 
ry,mhich we calf intereſt. 


CHAP. 


The Teftimony of ſixe learned Biſhops, proving it ſimply 
unlavfull. 


CHAP. 4. 
The T eftimeny of the learned Divines of the Church of 
England, condemning uſbr. 


CHAP, 5. 
Cleart and apt Similies, to which infory and wſurers are 


re embled, 
4 CHAD! 6. 


Anſweverh the oieAuons which are commonly made in de- | lb; 
fe of uſury. b | 
C H AP 4 7 
That ufurer; are bound to £49208 £0 make reſlicu- 
$108» 


4 2 The 


—_ 


The Names of the moſt Reverend 
1d learned Biſhops, and of the moſt learned, and 
' judiciall Diuines uſed in this Treatiſe. 


— 


C1 Sands Archbiſhop of Yorke. 
| » Ienel/ ſome. JB1ſhop of Saltsbury, 
þ King times JBiſhop of Londes. 
Biſbope 4 Babine ton Biſhop of Worceſter. 
| 5 Donnam, the hammer of uſurers, Lord 
| Biſhop of Derry in Ireland, 
6 Lake, late Lord Biſhop of Bath and rel, 
Pit. Preſton. 
willet. williams. 
Do@or/Sclater. DoRot eb. 
gr aylor. Sutton, 
Smith. wilſon. | 
Frilkinſon, Q cudder. Robrough. 
| Smith. | Rogers Of Moſſe. 
Wheatly, | Wethersfield. Fenton, - 
[2 | Rogers. of -, Dyke. 
M«.Q Bolton. My Herne... » Mr.e Bayne. 
Perkins, | Rogers of Brin/lty. 
Adams. Dedham. Silveſter. 
| Pene : Northbrooke: 7 Auarles. 
Cilſon. Philips. UFithers. 
The 


= 


—_—c ww — — —— 
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The Charitable happy, the wſurer accurſed. 


| Thrice,thrice happy be, whoſe free deſire: 
To charity 4 oj fervor "af : | 
Who onely minds Gods glory, by hu gift, 
And neighbours good without ſiniſter drift ; 
Famine ( familiar unto regnes that range ) 
Shall not come ncor« {x Garner, nor his Grange : 
His Fields, with Corne, abundant crop ſhall cover, 
Hi Vines with Grapes his Hedge with Roſes over ; 
His Downes with Sheepe,orr D ayery-grounds with Neat ; 
His Mount with Kids, his Moors with Oxengreat ; 
Hi Groves with Droves(excyrafimo night and day ;) 
Hui Hils with Heards his ſwiling Meads with Hay ; 
His Fens with Foule, his Pils, and Pooles with Fiſhy 
Hu Trees with Fruus, with plenty every Diſh ; 
Content and health ( the beit of earthly blife) 
Shall evermore remaine with him,and hi : 
Haim, pride or envy never ſhall-moleſt, 
Or corſive care, foe to repaft and ret. 
For th' all-ſee Eye fill carefully reſpetts 
The Almner's oaſe, and ever it protetts; 
Till finally, when j1ſtice endtth all, 
eet mercies voyce him to heat ns Kingdome call. 
But th* uſurer ( how-ever here be thrive 
In Heards and Hoirds ) already diadelive, 
( No heat of have, ne beers to-giruaamice, 
Except to faine and gather double by'r) 
Him, in that day (to him. a day of mas) 
The Holy-one,the All-knower w {inet krow, 
Shame aud confuſion ſhall apy 19 bins over, 
"ſhing the holes to hide,and hils to cover + 
Eternal fire ſhall fry bus thirſty weines; 
a 3 


mod 


1mmor- 


Bleficd ate the 
mercitull, 
Math, 5.7. 
Plah 37,19 


Phil.4.rr,12, 


.T Tim, 6.6. 


Flay 58.8,9, 
10,11, c., 


Curſed are 
the uſurers, 


' Pſaliss. 


Fzck, I 8,13s 


Tames 3: 13+ 
Reyel.6.15,16- 


a, * 


a 
T_- —— 


Immortall dying in eternall painess wo 
His eyes (1 nice to looks on Lazarus ſore 

Shail ſwim in ſulphury rearet(rortur'd the mare, 

To ſce above im bliſſe, and glory rife, . 

Whom ruthlefſe here he would nov ſee gu life) 

Hs eares here deafe unto diſtreſſed ones; _ | 
Shall there heare borrowr of the dammed gronet:” © 
Nor ſhall the voyce of mercy him ſalme, £ 
Who, in eff:&, to needy moane was mutc : 

Ailitons of maſſes £annot him redeeme, 

Wor all Chaurch-ircaſure ever ranſveme him, 

From all thought-paſſing pang: of wretwhednes ; 
As,endleſſe, eaſcleſſe, and remedileſſe- 


— 
; : *. i 


JoSHVA SYLVESTER, 


— 


_—_— 


On wſurers, 


F all men, us'rers are not leaſt accurſt 

They robbe the Spitcle, pinch rhe afflicted worl:: 
In others griete they'r moſt delighted in, 
W hilt Givers ſuffer fer the Takers finne + 
O how unjuſt a trade of life 1s that, | 
W hich makes the lab rers,leane, th' idle, fat? 


Fx A- QVARLES» 


e/Enere qui lucrum facit,eft homicida Catoni, 
Furr duple bhnint quadrupla mullta fait. 
Novu facu hereaem, pr ivater henore ſepmlchri 
Dus tennes lucre fentrsc amr et oper 

Sermo ſacer patres,prou one danmnat at wie 

( Qne devet errores ) Conſuernds probate 


lohannes Garbrandus O xonienſis, 


_—_—_ 


Me ee ep Ron 
To the ufſurer. 


Mors tua, mors Chriſti, fraus mundi, gloria cali, 
Et dolor inferni, ſunt meditanda tibr. 


Thy death, the death of Chriſt, theworlds tentation. 
Heavens joy ,hels torment, be thy meditation. 


Here be three moſt notable helpes of « god- Three profie 
. | Ti table hel 
Jlife,delivered tro us by David, in three ©. -odly. 
verſes of the 119 Pſalme, 57. O Loid;jig N 
] have determined to keepe thy See Bb. 
Word. 58. I have made my fſuppli- Cowper in 

cation in thy preſence with-my whole heart. 5g,.1 Rom + 
have conſidered my wayes, and turned my feete un- 
to thy teſtimonies, Determination is the firſh,1t is a 
good thing by ſerled reſolution to conclude with thy ſelfe 
that thou wilt live godly. Supplication ts the ſecond : ex. 
cept by continuall Prayer thy determination be confir- 
med,and ſtrengthned by grace from God, thy concluſions 
which thou takeſt to day,ſhall vaniſh to morrow, Conſide- 
ration is the third, and it is profitable to yeduce thee a- 
gaine into the nay of God, ſo often as of _ 
thou 
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thes nanders from it,contrary to thy firſt determination. 

Theſe are three helpes 10 keepe thy heart in the may of 

God: ſo neceſſary , that if without them thou doſt any 

norke, it is mor pofdible but thaw ſha't be ſnared. Firſt 

therefore determine to forſake thy uſury,aud to make rea 

ftitution, Secondly, ſtrengthen this determination by 

Plal.g1,to, Preyer,ſay with David, Create in me aelcane heart, 

Pl.119-36 O God: and renew a right {pirit within me.Encline 

my heart unto thy Teſtimonies, and not to coves 

touſneſſe. Third!y , conjuder thy former courſes when 

thou waſt a thieviſh uſurer, and ſay with our bleſſed Sa 

Math-16:26 ,j,,, Whatis aman profired,if he ſhall gaine the 

whole world,and loſe his owne ſoule> Or what ſhall 

a man give 1n cx for his ſoule > Say with the 

holy CA poſile S, Paul, They that will be rich fall in- 

t Tins 6:9. to tempration, and a ſnare, and into many fooliſh 

luſts, which drowne men in paeiciany way firaQi. 

on. Finally,doe poor? be rich in good workes,ready 

et diſtribute,villing ta communicate, laying up in 

ſtore for thy ſelfe a good foundation againſt rhe 

Tim: time to come,that thou mayſt lay hold on eternall 

2 *1Is 2+7* life. Conflder what 1 ſay, and the Lord give thee under- 
flanding in all things, Farenel, 


v.as.1 9, 


Thy Remembrancer, ke '\35..8 


ciently Arey it from all otherc 


php mommy 
THE ENG LIS 4s 
USURER. 


Car T, 


Of the definition of uſury. 


econrac of ufory i is nothing elſe butil- Bb. Pownew, 
liberall mutyation,and may thus briefly be « Pl. aFPete 
defined : uſury is mutuation, or lending ulury 6 


for This briefe definition doth Fo 
rag mln me pl ors d ci 


ver - | 
Ir, 1 pie mmanijone lending,” which is alſo 
Fre ſed in the Script Tas 23.35. and the Sabietiam, 
4 were, might beps oved by the Other re= ure mwyuam. 
lauve,which is ogy ng gar lens ratingendh and nog pam: +4 
are relatives: And if he w 


, bea- borrower z an. be hag gi 
ar hover ury.,is a 


The contra eb of afary is a contra& of Ee 1dem p- 15 
ding: now inthe contra& of mutvation or lendi 
el 


things CORCUrTe, which al ſobeleng to the nature 


1. Thatir fs of ſuch things as are ſpent in the be u& and 
conſiſt in quantity , that-1s Rage 1 inoum ber, weight, 


Norton 


- 
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K.'-- The Enghſhtſurer. , 


BOOST" FII0Y ee 
, &r pea'ure,as Money,and Viciuals,Corne,'V ince,Oyle, 
Go, IE PATUCU menu » cate 23+ 19. 


' -Levit. 25-371". | 
» Ang ger ejape is 0 ievayon norondy of the ale;but a'fo 
' of the property, tron which theu e (of ſuch things as 
grevipory inthe ic) cannotbodevered. —» | 
3. A's the property 15/transferred "to the bortower, fo 
the borrower Magdeth tothe [ az:ard of the thing bore 
- Fowed. Bi nk £1 \ | 
4+ Thar it isnot a perpetnal! ahtenation of that wriic!) is 
lent,but for a time, which time being expired, the bor 
r9wer 15 bound to reſtorethe principall. 
5+ Becauſe the thing borrowed 1516 be ſpent in the ne, 
theretore the berrower 15 bound, na to reſtore the le!fe 
{imepatticylar which he berrewe(d, bur 
{ame land orkhc fame valew- a J 
6. Ir belorigeth to thenatnrce of ſending, that be free and 
| liberall-And this is that which followeth inthedefinitt- 
6n; 25 the difference to diſtineuiſhi trom Tree Jen- 
-* ding, that it is for gains * 91116" 

FR By gainc is meant any addition, overplus, or in- 
uſury #107 create, over and, above the Principall, whether it be 
witgha fnoncy,' or money-worth required not for the 'indemhi- 
(dent'pi2 gg, ty of the Creditour , -to ſave him harmeleſie; bur for his 
What's to'be a4(yantage, to make him a gainer by lending; for ihar 
eftecmed onely is to be eſteemed gaine, whichis an overplus, 
1k eleately gorten above the Principall. And whereas Thay 

| is eyther money, or money=Wworth, this" money-worth 
reacheth !arre, not onely to Goots and Wes, but:xfo 
to. labours and lervices,, and batloever elſe being va- 
tuable by money , may lawfuffy be fer or fold for money. 
And when I ſay that uſury 1s lendingtor gaine,itis meant, 
thit in the "hrſt at of lending upon aſary;, or after- 
wards in the forbearing , whereby that lending is con- 
rmued, gaine is , if not covenanted for, ' yet arthe leaii 
mended.” So that where there is « covenant or intent 

ot 
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7 be Engliſh{4/wyer. 


of gaine by loane, wherherie bein the firſt a of lending, 
or atterwards in the forbearing, it 1s nfury: and contrarts 
wile,whcre there is nexcher a coyenant norament of gaine 
in lending or forbearing); there is not niury, thongh there 
be an overplus, or encreale received over and befidesthe 


Prencipall. | 
nameto fg- 


The Hebrew word Neſbek,is the ordinary, 
'nifie uſury,as Fzx« in Latine,or w*G-1n Greeke, or uſury Ide p<24 4. 
in Enguſh. For The money, which 4s lent upon n{ury 18 ] he nawes 
called Neſhck.,.a biter, or which;biteth: and-the. He 27 ry 
brew phraſe, which hgnifech-to be-lent-upoen uſury , 15 EE 
to bite, as appeareth plainely, Dert.23.19+ T how ſhalt 
mot lend upon u/ury to thy, brothef money, o7' meate, 
or any thing ele , Aſher Thak,, Whieb bireth,. thats, 
which is lent upon ulury. -For /whatloeyes. the Yſurer 
ltenderh,it hath tecth, and jawes|toeate and con{imetbe 
ſubſtance of other men: his Come or Victuals whichweac 
madeto be caten , doe cate, and his money which -was 
made to be (pent, doth waſtethe ſubance of others ; and 
therefore Hebrew W riters doe teach, that tnthe name of 
ulury is encluded an admonition, not to borrow upon 
ulury: for he which taketh money upon uſury,taketh as it 
werea ſerpent into his bolome. 

This is confeſled by C a/vin himfelfe, that whereas uſit- 
rers avoid the name Neſhe;,which tignthes biting,as they 
doe the name ufury among us,as being od1ous, and there - 
fore alledged that they tooke not Ne/hek bur Tarbnh as 
emonglt us they will not_ be thought to take uſury, but in Exedary 
conhderation, uſance, or intereſt : therefore the Lord for-!bwis.'zs.36. 
biddeth as well Tarbah as Neſhek,, whereby he condem- 
neth generally Yuamiberſorru acceſſiorem(laythiCal gin) _ 
any addition orincieale above the Principall, ON ie eg 
Ext chap18-heſaythihe Prophet condemneth not only bidap fog 
Neſhek,, whidthfigntketh biting, bur alſo T.arbith, which 7,773 
heuanſlateth inerementumincreale: beceſt(ſaythbe)geic- 
gnid lncxi fibs avari bomines copecrltant ex mutue ; t Eh 

B 2 _ whats 
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whatſoever gaine coverous men doe get to themſelves by 


loan - 
Altuall wſury v1 deforibed by D\FixTON, to be 
0 patty ox miltud lncrum. : 
Lvere for loane upon covenant ; or 
1he covenant of Jucre for lending : or 
Lending upon covenant for lucre. 


Dryg Fenton 
T reatile of 


wana So that theſe three words,mut wm paitum lucrum, doe 


dehne and circumſcribe the entire nature of that uſur 
whereof the maine queſtion is made,whether it be lawtull 
or not ? | | 

And to theſe deſcriptions of uſury, agree thoſe of our 
moſt reverend, and judicious Divines: vide, Dr. Welles 
upon E xodus , Þ+ 509+ D:., Smith in Willet upon Leviticas, 
p25. Perkins,Comt 8. Mr. Smich 18, Sermonupon uſury, 
Dr.Pie, Vinnes Spright conjured, p«4, £owels Poſitions 
of uſury, P-4+ Bb. lewel,upon 1 Thef, p-I 13. Ameſird de 
conſcientia,/ib.y .cap. 44. D*.#ilſer Diſcourſe upon uſury, 

5. Mr. Meſſe, Arraignement,and conviction of uſury, 
P. 31+ 


—_—— — re ee ee EIS 4. — 
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CHAP. 2: 
T be definition of ſary. 
Vſary is exther Inward & Mentall,or Outward &- Atltzall, 


« FF Entall uſury is a lending for gaine without co- 
venant, that is, when the creditor onely inten» 
deth and looketh for gaine by lending and for- 
bearing his money , but doth not indent or co= 


in P{.z5.p4i68 


Ren-7-14" yenant with the borrower for gaine- And this may be 
called, the uſury ofthe heart : forthe Law of God being: 
ſpiritual! , doth not onely reſtraine the hands, and = 

War 
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ward man; but alſo the intent and purpoſe of the heart : 
inſomucb,that morall aQions though in ſhew good,are to 
be judged evill; if they proceed from an ill intent , and 
cend to-an1ll end: for he intendeth evill, hath the like 
evill will with him that worketh evill.: and he which by 
lending onely intendeth his ewne gaine , he lendeth for 
gaine,and therefore,if atualt nſury be evill,then the intent 
and purpoſe thereof is alſo evill. F =. 

Outward and a&uall uſury is, when the creditour doth 
not onely intend certaine gaine by lending, bur alſo co- 
yenanteth for g.certaine ſumme to be allowed him at a 
certaine time or times. This in the Scriptures is called im- 
poſing of uſury, Exod. 22.25» Thos ſhalt not impoſe uſury 
v4 Cn] Wherefore in aftuall uſury, a covenant is made Icw p. 170. 
for certane gaine, and in that covenant the very forme of 
atuall uſury conlifteth: for which cauſe ſome doe call 
ſuch a contra formall uſury, And this covenant uſeth to 
be confirmed by obligation, eyther verball, asbils, and 
bonds, or reall, as pawnes, or mortgage : or perſonall, as 
ſuretiſhip ; whereby the creditour is ſecured &ribs receit, 
and the debtor bound for the payment,both of the princi« 
pall and allo of the uſury. 


Let us now ſee how by this definition uſury is diſtinguiſhed 
from other comratt; , and alſoother things which may 
ſeeme 10 have ſome affinity therewith : for of | 
the reft it ts needleſſe to ſpeake. 


It is therefore diſtinguiſhed 1+ From all liberall con- »ſury diſtia- 
traQts, as that of donation or free gift, of murnation, or 879+ 11. 
free lending to ſpend, of commodation, or tree lending to' ye.all con- 
uſe, becauſe they be free and liberall, but uſury is illiberall rca&s. 
and for gaine- Idem p.157- 
2. From all lawfull buying : becanſe inbnying there is'@ » From all law. 


perpetuall alienation of money , in Viury but for a/full buying, 
UmCe« 
B 3 3 From 
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1 Er letting 3* From lawfull Location or. letting to hire; which is che 


Idem p.z 53. 
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rather to be obſerved, becauſe ſome imagine , that mo- 

ney and other things which are lent-upon uſury,may as 

well be let as other things. But there is a great diffe- 
rence bet wixt uſury, and the lawfull contract of Locati« 
on or letting And hilt they differin the ſubjects. 

\ Viury 35-11 thoſe things NCC + Location, ts of ſuch 
winch are ſpent 11 the uſe, and (' "Jthings as are not ſpens 
conliſts in quantity, ſtanding Jn the we , neythe, 
in number , w&ght, and mea«+ Rand in number 
ture.  p weight, and meaſure. 

The ſubject of uſury, are furh | 
things as have no fruirfull uſein } 
themſelves.but the gaine which 
is to be rated by impltoyment 
of them,is to bermpured rothe 
induſtry and $k#li of the 1m- 
ployer+ 

The uſe of things lent upon? © The fraitfull nſe of 
uſury cannot be levered , or things lent,may be (e- 
reckoned apart from the pro- | | vered and reckoned a- 
petty and dominion, becauſe 5 part,and is valuable by 
chey are kuch things as are , zit (elfe , 4s of Lands, 
ſpent in theule, and therefore | Goods, Honles , &c- 
it you uſe them, you ſpend | 1 which remaine 4n the 
them J vie unſpent- 

Inthe contradt of loane, whe-y 7 In the contrat of 
ther tree or upon ulury, the len-| | f ocation, the lerter 
der granteth tothe borrower,not | | oranteth co him that 
onely the nie,but alſo the propers!, ? caketh to hire the 
ty of the thing lem , 'from winch | uſe onely of the 
the ule of that which we lend to | things retaining the 


The ſubjeRt of Lo- 
cation have a fruitfaoll 
ne im themſelves na« 
turally. 


be ſpent in the ufe,cannot be leve- property to him- 
red,and hence it is called mutwum } Ulelfe. 

decaule by lending it is made, ex 

PIO HMM Be- 
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Recanſe thn  which'ts -' Bercanfe'tharwhich isthe ©... 
the ſubje& of loane, and J\ ſubye&tofcommodity and 
alucy, is ſpent in the uſe; FLocation,is lent;vand; let 
and 1s lent to be (pert; to be ſpent, bur-onely: 
therefore the borrower” is If ro'be uſed: therefore ' he: 
bovnd to reſtore; not the” 4 that takeths the ſame to 
ſame particulac which he x uſe,is bound toreftore-the 


. borrowed , but fo mnch in{ )ſelfe ſameparticular,which 


JUALEy or full- vatew- 1n( - }forthemoft part is impay+ 
the ſame kindvithont my. Jf redand macderyvarie/in ths 


imparing,or diminution: ar@so 15) 
As in mutuation,and uſury,) FF go. 


the property is tranſlated ta the | Ip 
borrower,lo with the property ] | __ AS n' Locationthe 
alſo the bazzard wholy-apper-]_ nfe Is commiitiſeated 
taineth-to the, borrower : for | to the Hirer\, but the 
the very contra of mutuation j 1 Letter retayneth (the 
includeth m-it ar-obligation, | | Property « {© the 
binding. the, borrower, - that j { thing , 1f 1t ſhall mil 
whatloever becommeth of his| | carry without" the dev 
articular which he borroweth, Ls fault of the Hirer ; bes 
1e ſhall reſtore the full valew | | longeth tothe erter, 
thereof atithe day appoynted; and not to the' Hirer, 
inthe {ame kind. And to abſ becauſe 'it came for 


purpoſe the borrower maketh]. his hire, Exod, 22.14. 
promiſe,eycher by word or wri-1 | And it 48a rule im law, 
Ling, entreth inco bonds, and | | {© Whom the hazzard 


ſtatutes , laying his goods toy | ®PPErrameth , to him 
pawne ; Orhis lands.9, mort], , UE front and'profit be» 
gage, giveth lureties, to aſſure | longeth- | 

and ſecure the creditonr Tor |. 4 


» 


tHe principall. 


| Where:thore is 4 Covenant to beare part of the lode, 4 From the 
as wel. as to reape part of the gaine , and> this comradt, contract of 


4z neyther uſtry,nor lonezbur a lawfull contraRs: Wc partngrſhip, 
ic 


— 
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5 From adven- Which in Latine is called Nawticum , or Maritmum 
rters ulury, Fenxs and is a gaine or allowance made for money,which 
is tranſported beyond the cogent] and hazzard of 
Idem p.164, the Creditour- This is not vnlawfull, provided alwaies, 
w"__ that there be an adventure orhazard intruth, and not in 
pretence onely; and alſo that the gaine be proportionable 
/ to the hazard. 
| W hich is a gratuity or free gift, when the borrower fin« 
6 From live- ging himſeifemuch benefited by the lenders curtelie,doth 
rall ulury. ofhis owne accordin teſtimony of his thankefulneſſe free- 
ly giue to the lender, who -. intended when he lent, 
nor expected whiles he forbore any gaine ; and much 
lefle covenamted for it, 
3 From recom- From that which is called «furs compens ſatoria recom- 
ncing uſury, pencing uſury , which we call intereſt: which is 
pencing uſury, PENEINg 
Bb. Dewramin elſe but a juſt recompence which the Debrer , having 
P.15 p-166. through his default beene the effe Ruall cauſe of the Cre- 
= Sues = ditours hinderance,doth owe unto him by the law of na- 
Leur.y.631, £0re,and that hinderancemay be two fold, Damm emer. 
Powels Por, £8#5Joflearifing,or Lucyam ceſſans gaine ceafing: but this 
of uſury p.14, ceaſing gaine Which muſt came intoefſtimation , muſt noc 
Þb. 1ewel, be uncertaine and doubtfull, but certaine: or at leaſt very 
I TheT.p, 33 5- probable. 
Here are certaine cautions to be remembred. 

I, Firſt that intereſt be eſteemed not according to the gaine 
or benefit which the borrower hath had by the impley- 
ment of the money , but according to the hinderance or 
lofle which the creditour ſuſtained through the borrow - 
ers defaylt. 

Secondly, that Intereſt is not to be required nf? poſ# 
moram, but oncly after delay and default committed by 
the borrower. 

Thirdly,that not alwaies after delay it is tobe required 
but onely then when the creditonr hath indeed ſu ained 
lofſe or hinderance by the borrowers delay, 

Fourthly, that he bo not yolumarily incurre any loſſe, 

mea- 


EE. 


The Engliſbliſurer. hs 


meaning to lay the burthen thereof on the borrower, b ut 
doe his true endeavour to avoydit, eyther in whole or- 


in part 
Fiftly, that when he ſuſpeReth lofſe or hinderance by 
the debtors delay, he deſcend not into extremities wi 
thoſe who have broken day , not hrongh negſigencs. of 
unfaythfulneſſe, but through want and neceſſity , which 
they did not foreſee: and let himremember,that where is 
no fault,there ovght tobe no punniſhment. 

Sixtly, that the eſtimation of the intereſt benot referred 6, 
tothe creditours owne arbiterment,but committed to the 
judgement of ſome other honeſt and diſcreet men: which 
conditions being ebſerued , it is lawfull for the credicour 
to require anoverplus beſides his principall: which over- 
plus notwithſtanding is not uſury, 

How uſury diſcovers it ſelfe in ſelling,in buying, io let- 
ting, in partnerſhip and exchange, under pretence of the 
adyenturers uſ{ury,under the colour of recompencing uſury, 
vide.Bb.Downam upon the 15 Plalme,p-2173,175,182, 183, 
188,191. Df. Femrons Treatiſe of uſury,p.21 ,22,23,24,25- 

Powels poſitions of uſury, in his Epiſtle Dedicatory, Mr, 


Ap the Arraignement and Conviction of uſury, p.62. 
Lo p.6 . 
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CHAP. 3+ 


The Teſtimony of fixe learned Biſhops of the , 
Church of England concerning uſury. 


The Teitimony of Biſhop SAN 05, 


His bldg Worme of oſury,that deyvowring wolfe Scrmoo upon 
hath conſumed many , many it hath pulled upon ©2212-2324 


their knees, and brought to beggery; many 1uch _— * 
as might have lived in great wealth » and honour ——_— 
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I,em Sermon 
tpon Luke 1, 
Th 7% 


Note- 
Nothing pre- 
cious to the 
u'urcr but 
]1viICy, 


vlurert have 
hard hearts, 


Their weakh 
pro:yc 1% Lot. 


not a few-This canker hath corrupted all Ezglavd: we ſhall 
doe God and our Country true ſervice, by taking away 


this evill;repreſſe it by Law, elſe the heavy hand of God 
hangeth over us,and will ſtrike us. 

God ſayth, Lend freely, and looke for no gaine: bur 
will the ka whoſe money 1s his god, remit his Inte- 
relt becauſe of this ; becaule the Lord hath charged 
him? No, he will not let goe his ten, or twenty, or thir- 
ty inthe hundred. To lum the glory of God, yea.and 
his owne ſoule ts vile, nothing 1s precions but onely his 
money- What the Prophet ſpeaketh of putting forth 
money to uſury, he full little regardeth, bur feedeth (ill 
vpon lus maſt, and bleſſeth himſelfe when he waxeth 
fat, not percetving that God hath already plagued him 
witha plague of all plagues, the obduration of his heart. 
And although that God hath given him over into a dull 
and ſencelefſe mind , his eares being ſo dammed up that 
nothing can have enterance to moye or touch his hard 
heart,yet he (li!! bleſſeth himſelfe, and his accurſed foule- 
Thon Vlurer,thou idolater, that doſt glory in thy ſhame, 
in thy evill gotten gold ; doſt thou not know , that thy 
wealth ſhall melt like ſnow beforethe Sunne ? Thinkeſt 
thou ſtill tohold it? O foole, this night ſhall they take 
away thy ſoule, perkaps this inſtant, and then whoſe is all 
this ? After that Zacheas fell to the ſervice of Chriſt, and 
that Chriſt entered into his houſe, he preſently forſooke 
the ſervice of Mammon, madea large reſtitution of that 
which he had gained by ſuch unlawtull meanes,and then 
began to be |tbera]! : and not onely to lend freely, but to 
give for nothing. He gave the one balfe of all his goods 
to the poore. If God would at this day worke thus 1n the 
heart of one Zachew , a rich uſurer, how many poore 
might derelieved by ſuch a reſtitution? He might main- 
taine many a needy man, and ſave his owne foule. Well, 
this one thing wee know , the Word that proccedeth 
ont of Gods mouth againſt uſury , ſhall nor returne in 


valine 
3 
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12 vainc,if it cannot worke reformaticn, it will worke confu-1%55-r1, 
ſion. 
/ Every man isto his neyghbour a debtor , not onely af ew: 


that which himſelfe borroweth, bur of whatſoever his g,, vc, 
neyghbour needeth : a debtor, nor onely to pay that 
hee oweth, but alſo to lend that hee hath and may 


4 conveniently ſpare: tolend | ſay according to the rule 
L of Cur1sT, Luke 6. Lend looking for nothing there- de 
4 by. So that theſe ouer-payments, the uſury which nc p an þ 


hath ſpoyled and eaten vp many , the canker of the cumon- 
Common-wealth, is utterly both forbidden to Man, weal:b. 
and abhorred of Go», To bargaine for Lead,Graine, 
or Leaſes, with ſuch as have neyther Lead, Graine, 
nor Leaſes to pay , neyther any ſuch matter meant, 
bur onely unlawfull gaine of monoy, the party to 
| forteir his obligation, becauſe hee neyther can, nor 
meaneth ſnch payment, and the lender not content 
to receive leſle advantage then thirty at the hundred, 
this is but a patched cleake to cover this vild finne Notes 
withall. W hatſoever thou receivelt upon condition, 
or by what meanes {oever thou receivelt more then 
was lent, thou art an uſurer toward thy brother, and 
God will bea revenger againſt thee, whomthou.,.. ., 
ſhouldſt obey if thou wilt bee fayed, doth in ex- 1 Ep 
preſſe words command thee , not to lend thy money Dcur.z3 19, 
i for uſury. This word of God, man cannot diſpence 
i withall, and it ſhall not rewrne in vaine; if it can- 
ay __ EE commandement , it (hallbe a con« 
ounding judgment, 

gle of men for ufury muſt give place to Cay anne 
Or WIUry BIVe P men for ulury, 
| rhe precepts of God againſt it, What man art thou muſt give 
that walt be wiſer then thy Maker ? Hath God con» place tothe 
demned it, and dareft thou defend it? ts itin his judg- P'<<*p*ot Ged 
ment injurious, and doth thy judgement thinke in it BY" + , 
» }f quall? Hathhe ſeenereafon to protubit it,and doſt thou 
leercalon why thou may uſe it ? ſuch reaſons with the 
C 3 ma- J 
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makers and uſers of them, the Lords juſtice ſha!l de. 
roy. And yet in truth all Nations , at all times have 
condemned it , as the very bane and peſtilence of a 
The o!4 9» Common-wealth : whereof the old Rowwane both Hi- 
wan condem- tory and practiſe is an often witnee. Thele ſecret 
edulity. ſhifts are ſeene of God, and abhorred, and will bere- 
venged : well mayſt thou eſcape the hands of man by 
thy coloured deluſions , yet canſt thou not eſcape the 
ſharpe and ſwift judgement of God : who accordingly 
Note, as he hath threatned , will exclude thee out of his King- 
dome, interdi& thee his Tabernacle , and 'hurle thee 
into Hell : VVhere thy evill gotten money can neyther 
\ redeeme nor helpe thee , a juſt reward tor thy uniuſt 
uſury. Our Apoſtle requireth that we pay untoevery man 
the thing that we owe, and weare as much debtors to 
lend freely , as others faythfully to pay the thing which 

was lent. 
idem Sermo" The bowels of compaſſion are in ſome men fo mar- 
» 4504 _ naloully dryed and cloſed up, that they turne away their 
"#1 faces fromall men, that defireany thingat their hands, 
thoughtheyaske itnot of gift, but of loane, unleſſe they 
Vſurers worſe aske to buy the loane with ulury- The Iewes even till 
then Iewes. this day will not lend upon uſury among themſelues, bur 
lend freely to their brethren and without gaine. [das 
himſelfe that ſold his Maſter for money , was not more 
cruell hearted(1 uppoſe) then theſe men are , who for 
money devoure their brett r2n,their hearts are iron hearts, 
they have no ſparke of pity or compaſſion left in them, let 
them not thinke but that one day their gaine ſhall be their 
Note, exceeding loſſe. If Chryſoſtome thought that one evill got- 
ten groat, layd up amonglta chelt tull of money, would 
be a canker to fret out and eate up the reſt , what ſhall 
become then of ſo much gotten by ſo unmercit8!! and n-.- 
godly meanes ? Where is love, where 1s mercy, when 
lending of money is become merchandize ? Enough hath 
beene ſayd in this place of this matter, which it it be not 
amencec, 
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amended be ye aſſured that che Lord God in his juſt wrath 
will plague you both in your ſelues,and in your poſterity 


for 1t+ 
M overthrow of all Chriſtian love ; Bur their gaine _ upon 
[hall be to their loſſe , and their money to their de- Om, 13'12 
ftruition.He that riverh his money upon nſur y ſhall not dwelt 
in the Tabernacle of the Lord, moy reſt upon + s holy Moun- 


fare. 


Deceive no man by wrongfull dealing,increaſe not thy Treati ® upon 
goods by extortjon nor by u w——_— that giveth his money the Sacramenss 
ro wſury , ſur net enter into the Tabernacle of the Lord. 

He that taketh uſury of his ney ghbour , killeth him without 
4 Sword,the Lord will avenge it He will not bleſſe il] gots 
ten goods,they cannot projper : they will never continue, 
nor remaine unto the third heire. | 

Vſury is a kind of lending of money,orcorne, or oyle, up91 1 Thet,g 
or wine,or of any other thing, wherein upon covenant and 113: X 
bargaine, we receive againe the whole principall which \4Y defined 
we delivered, and ſomewhat more, for the uſe and occu- 
pying of the ſame:as if I lend 100, Pound, and for it co= 
venant to receive 105 Pound ,orany other ſumme,greater 
then was the ſumme which 1 did lend: this is that which 
we call nſury: ſuch a kind of bargaining as no good man, Nogood man 
or godly man ever nſed- Such a kind of bargaining as al13 uſurer, 
men that ever feared Gods judgements havealwayes ab- 
horred and condemned. It 1s filthy gaines,and a worke of yg. yr" 

"£0 3%" . urers ſay, 
darkenelſle, it isa monſter in nature : the overthrow of Lurd increate - 
mighty kingdomes, the deſtrutionof flour; bing States, eur fayth,and 
the decay of wealthy Cizies,the plagues of the world,and *b*2 wake ſuch 
the miſery ofthe people : itis theft, it 15the murthering of 2 <nfeſſton of 


bo bs iras Bb Jewell 
our brethren its the curſe of God, and the curſe of the Ped 4oih in this 


C 3 PIC, place. 


2 Tcftimony Bb.lewell. 


Any live in uſury , a moſt filthy trade , a trade 
which God deteſteth, a trade which is the yer 


——_ 


14- The Engliſh Uſurer. 
le. This is uſury. By theſe ſignes and tokens you may 
Wit : For whereſoever it raigneth all thoſe miſchicfes 

enſue. 
Ide p. 219+ , hence ſpringeth uſury?Soone ſhewed, Eventhence 
The cauſe of Whence theft , murther, adultery, the plagues, and de- 
uſury, &rn&ion of the people doe ſpring-All theſe are the workes 
of the Divell, and the workes ofthe fleſh. Chriſt relleth 
lobn.0, the Phariſees, Tou are of your father the Divell,and the Init; 
their facher of your father you will 23 Even ſo may it trnely be fayd 
the Divellz to the Vſurer, Thou art of thy father the Devill, and the 
luſts of thy father thou wilt doe,and therefore thou halt 
pleaſure in his workes. The Diyell entered into the heart 
of 1«das, and put in him this greedineſle, and coyetoul- 
nelle of gaine,tor which he wascontent to (ell his maſter. 
Indas heart was the ſhop,the Divell was the fore- man to 
worke in it-They that will be rich,fall into tentation and 
ſnares, and into many fooliſh and noyſome lults , which 
t Tin.6.9- 10. drowne menin perdition and deſtruction. For the defire 
of money,is the roote of all evill. And S.,{ehn ſayth,Y ho 
ſoever committeth finne is of the Divell. 1 Tob-3.8.Thug we 
ſeethat the Divell istheplanter,and the father of uſury, 
Hem p; 116, Whatare the fruits of ulury ? 4. 1. lt diflolueth the 
The fruits cf knot and fellowſhip of mankind. 2. It hardreth mans 
ulury. heart» 3+ It maketh men unnaturall, and bereayeth them 
of charity, and love to their deareſt friends. 4. It bree- 
deth miſery, and provoketh the wrath of God from Hea- 
ven- 5 -Itconſumeth rich men, it cateth up the poore, it 
maketh bankrupts, and undoeth many houle-holders, 6. 
The poore occupiers are driven to flee , there wives are 
left alone, their childrenare hopeleſle, and driven to beg 
their Bread, thraugh the unmercifull dealing of the cove- 
teons uſurer, 

Idem p:ine. Hethat is an uſurer,wiſheth that all others may lacke, 
Our fore-fa- and cometo him,and borrow of him: that all others may 
thers abbored loſe, ſo that he may have gaine« Therefore our old fore- 
uury, fathers ſo much abhorred this trade, that they — an 
u;er 


—— 
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The Engliſh Uſurer. I5 


Vſurer unworthy to live inthe company of Chriſtian men. 
They ſuffered not an uſurer to be a witneſſe in mattersof 
Law. They ſuffer him not to make a Teſtament, and to 
beſtow his goods by Will. When an uſurer dyed, they 
would not [ufter himto be buried inplaces appointed for 
the buriall of Chriſtians. So highly did they miſlike this 
unmercitull poyling and deceving our brethren, | 
But what ſpeake I of the ancient Fathers of the Church? I!dem p. 131. 
there Was never any Religion,nor Sect,nor State, nor De» POIINns 
reenor Profeſſion of men, but they bave diſlikedic-Philo» j.010 wary, 
Pohers Greekes LirinkTaw ers, Divines, Catholikes, He 
reticks ; all Tongues, and Nations, have everthoughtan / 
uſureras dangerous asa Theefe- The very ſenſeofnature 
proves it to be ſo, If the ones could ſpeake, they would 
fayas much. Bnt ſome will ay,all kindes of uſury are not _ =—_ 
forbidden,there may be caſes where uſury may ſtand with 1,200 
reaſon and equity, and hereinthey ſay ſo much asby wit 
may be deviled,to paint out a foule and ugly jdoll,and 
toſhadow themſelues in manifeſt and open wickednefſe. 
Whatfoever God ſayth,yet this orthis kind ofuſury, fay 
they,whichis done inthis or this ſort,isnot forbidden+; Ir 
profiteth the Common-wealth,itrelieveth great numbers, 
the poore ſhould otherwiſe periſh,none would lend them, Anſwer. 
By like good 'reaſon, there are ſame-that defend thett 
and murther they fay,there may be ſome. caſe,where it is 
Jawtallco kill ortottealetfor God willed the Hebrews to 
rob thee/£ eyprians, and Abrahamto killhis owne ſonne 
tfaac-In theſe cales the robbery and the killing of his ſon 


werelawfull.So ſay they-Eyenſa by the like reaſon. dot gome pleade 
lome of anr Connmrey.men mt UNAY 
an 


. 


Nec concubines! curti- for uſuxers,as 
zans, and brothel-honſes and in defence.'of open Pariſh, {or 


ewes. They are(ſay they)forthe benefit of the.Country, "Þ**** 

they keepe menfrom more dangerous inconueniences;tike: 
them away,it will be worſe. Although God ſay, There 

ſhallbenowhore'of the dapghrers of ihe-ae neyther ſhal} 

there bea Whore+keeper of the ſonnes of 7/racl, yer thele 
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The Engliſh Uſurer. 

men ſay all manner of whoredome 1s not forbidden. In 

theſe and theſe caſes it is not amille to alow it- 
1dem p. 126 As Samnel ſaydto Sal, ſo may we lay to the uſurer ; 
God cares not thou haſt devied caſes and colours to hide thy ſhame, bur 
for V'urgzs what regard hath God to thy caſes? What careth he for 
excules, thyreaſons? the Lord would have more pleaſure,if when 
thou heoreſt his yoyce thou wouldeſt obey him For whar 

is thy device againſt the counſell,and ordinance of God ? 

W hat bold preſumption is it for a mortall man to controle 

They are of the Commandements of immortall God ? And to 64 


: +" 11 wg his heavenly wiſedome in the ballance of humane fooliſh - 


neſſe ? When God ſayth,thon ſhalt not take uſury , what 

creature of Gnd art thou which canſt take ulury * When 

God maketh it unlawfull,what art thou,oh man,that ayſt, 

itis lawfull? This is a token of a deſperate mind. Iris 

found true in thee, that Par! ſayd, the love of money is 

the roote of all i!1- Thou art ſo given over. unto the wic- 
_— Mammon , that thou care(t not to doe the will of 

Od, 

OR "Thus much T thought expedient to ſpeake of the 
16:9 F144: Joathſome and foule Trade of fofiry- | know nat What 
fruit will grow thereby,and what it will worke in your 

hearts. If it pleaſeGed, it may doe that good that [ 

Wiſh. 1 have done my duety , I call God tor a record 

unto my ſoule, 1 have not deceived you. I have ſpoken 

vnto you thertruth. If I bee deceived in this matter, O 

God rhou haſt deceined me. Thou layſt, T hon ſhalt rake 

wo u/ury. Thou ſayft, He thattaketh ingreaſe, ſhall not line, 

What am I, that I ſhould hide the words of my God , 

or keepethem backe from the hearing of his people? The 
le old Fathers have taught us, it 1s no more law- 
full to take nſury of our brother, then it is to kill our bra» 
ther- - They that be of God heare this, and conſider it, 
and have a care that they diſpleaſe him not. But the 
wicked that are no whit moved, and care nat what 
God fayth, but caſt his Word behind chem; which have 


eyes 


The Enalifhilurer. 7 
cyes and (ce not, and cares yet heare nor: becauſe = 
are fritby they ſhall befilthy ill: their greedy defire ſhall Nor, 
increaſe totheir confulion,and as their money encreaſerh, 
ſo ſhall they encreaſe the. heapes of their ſinnes. Pardon 
me if Thave beene long or , of thoſe that are 


Viurers, I aske no pardon. 
I heare that there are certaineinthis City which walldw [dem p.r45. 
VE uſury a ctuel! 


nd deteſtable 


publiſh their names inthus place, iſore you all. That on cpa © 
you may know them , andabhorre them, as the plagues uſucers, 
and monſters of the world: :tbat ut they bee patt all 
es of God,they may yet repent and amend for world- 
ly ſhame 

Teli-me thou wretched wight of the world, thon -un- uſurers impa- 
kindereature which art palt all ſenceand feeling of God, 4. 
which knoweth the will of God, and doſt the contyary'? | Þe<avle they 
How dareſt thou come into the Church? It is the Chureh Church, 
ofthatGod, which hath ſayd, thou ſhalerakeno vſury, z. Becauſe they 
and thou knowelt he hath toſayd- How dareſtthonread read Gods = 
or heare the Word of God? lt is the'Word-of that God, 9d. 
which 'condemneth uſury ;| and thou knoweſt he Goth Bag. 
condemne it How dareſt chon-comeinto the company of company of 
thy brethren ? uſury is the plague'and defirufion/and good men. 
undoing of thy brethren. And this thon knoweſt. 'How They cauſe 
dareſt thou looke upon thy Children? Thou makeſtthe hay rn | 
wrath of God fall downe from heaven upon them Thy (p9p6n 
iniquity ſhall bee puniſhed -in them to the third and 
fourth Generation. This thou-knoweſt. How dareftthou 
looke up into Heaven ? Thou haft no dwelling there : 
thon ſhalt have no place! in the * Tabernacle | of the 
Higheſt. This thou knoweſft- "Becauſe thou robbeſt the 
poore, deceivelt the kmple,and eateſt'upthe Widowes 
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Houſes: therefore ſhall thy: Children be naked, and be 
their bread; -therefore ak; chiin-and thy Tiches peridh 
togethers | | 


The 3 Teſtimony Bb. King. 
HB Ow-long will the uſurerand oppreſſor of others 


upon Lonah Þ+ whoſe jawes are as knives, and whoſe teeth be of 

99. - & iron, ſleepe in his bed of miſchiefe,as the Pſalmiſt 

called it, and -in the contemplation and ſolace of 

his41l gotten goods? | 

How long have we cryed againſt oppreſſions, and 

tom p; 444. {mitten the oppreſſours with therod of Gods vengeance, 

LeQure,zz, as AMeſes ſmote the Rocke? And yet what one drop 

of remorce haye we ever wrung from their ſtony hearts? 

How long have we chpt our hands at the ſhameleſſe 

uſury of this place? If uſury betoo Riffe to be moved, 

Miniſters muſt Yet "We: mnlt+ free onr- ſoules, and 1f it were poſſible, 

preach againſt We Wonld alſo free them that are-wrapt in their ſnares» 

ulucy, If they lutle cltceme the warning ofthe fifteene P/a/me, 

that give their money” upon utury , let them ar leaſt 

take heed that receiveic Let them not try to beare 

an Oxe upon their ſhoulders, when they are unable to 

bearea Goate. Thatis, if poverty be burthen enongh 

untothem., let them not adde the burthen of ufury. 

They- aske what they ſhall doe ? Doſt thou aske ? 

Phtarch de Sa3th Platarke, Thou haſt a tongue, begge- Thou haſt 

» ſure hands, worke. Thou hat feete ,valke. Thou haſt a heart, 

Nonl tam mos thinke. 

teflum quam Nawviga,renaviga, ale forward-and backeward', take 

mg 504. any Paines,rather then to fall into the mercy of an uſurer. 
29 54 all There 1s nething fo bicteras to reſtore. | 

| I would our uſurers would: marke this, that of all 

thoſe + grievous offences wherepft NVineveh had labou- 

red a long ume, the reſt are held a ſleepe, and their 

names ſpared , as nst worthy in compariſon to comern 

| JpCeech 


poore, is T mubi nec 1 4- 
Spake I of -uſurers ? There are: none; ne is there a prere invene 
Sunne in the Sky, For-rmrine owne part', I know them cos Plutar. 
not- For they have taken neyther Horſe nor Bullocke de viterde 
of me, Bur for my brethrens ſake, both-inche City and ere aliens, 
Country , *T with that their Bils and Bonds were-all 
heaped together in the Market place, and ſet on fire, 
as they were ſomerimes at Athens, "that we might all 
joy and ſay, as Alcibiades then did, we never law a ,. 

clearer fire. But becauſe we cannot. caſe our hearts ſo "707 
ſoone of them , nor by ſuch meanes, -1 will tell them *'© 78%, 
for their owne comforts whatthey ſhall truſt co amongſt P4979: 
other things : thatalthough. they labour :4n-the-fire; ta 

get riches, yet the time ſhall come, when-there;ſhall * 
nothing remaine uato them. butthis,,a.tbat they ſhall be 

able to know and recount -with theaelves;,.hov many 

debters they have quite undone :-As for theit-treaſfures 

of iniquity, tet, them plainely-anderſtand thatthey. put 

them into.a bettomleſle bag which could hold potkinge ,, ou 
111.gotten.goods never deſcend. to-the thyd-heire; ipers © Be. 
haps, not tothe ſecond , norfirft , norto benefit him- quefitts & Co 
ſelte,whothinketh,be hath moſt handtalt She gathered 

it ofthe bire-of an harlot, ,4and-it ſhall yeturne tothe was v aaa p28 
ger of an;borks They gathered their wealth by aſuty,and 1-41 nor prod: 
uſury or ſomewhat elie ſhall conſume it- G»iybo- the uſu » per, _ 
rer,as Lucian reportethylieth.in Hell, bemoaning his hard 

- eſtate, hat Redenec an okogus ; pope onla 

waſte his goods, ſo /may theley, but 1 /1eavetheir judge 

ment to God,te whomichelongeth-Forycngeance is his || 

and he will repay it:Yet dare I give ſentence againſt itzas 

farre as the ancient Romanes lawes did: wi:crein becauſe 

a thiefe was bound to make reſtitution of double, the 

ufurer of foure-fold. Their meaning is plaine enough, ufury double 


that they eſteemed uſury a double theft,and that at the their. 
D 2 leaſt 
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Note,.. . .« ia made an Att, that none (ron!d fatote'the B 


: Town mPEroury 
| Aaite Chris. who knew bim(elfe to be # chiefe; fo ter our nfurers, take 


wry rhemſelves warned and diſcharged (ſo leng as their hearts 
accuſe them of their double and rreble theft) - from ſaln- 

ting Chriſtians , and much more from eating, drinking, 

-» conver{ing, molt of all frompraying,tatting, communica- 


ting with 
The 4+-T eftsmony Byjhop Laker. 
In his workes, FT His is no ſmall difference berweene Go@ and the 
vol. p-343- divell. The divell inſhew, biddeth us, lone onr 


| ſelves, doe all for our ſelves, and we are fo fimple as to 
The eivell the y,vieeve him and thinke that we doe fo; whereas the 
nnorch of ule vent proves that we doe all forhimn, and to oor owne 
; ruins : for he is the plaine image of afurers, who live by 
the (weate of other mens browes, and canningly grow 
rich «Srawros others, witha ſeeming reliefe, - 
God himſelfe ſayth itinthectoſe of this Plalme, Heare 
Idem upon py all ye that forget God.lewes,Gemiles, whatſoever yout 
Cl re-, Es if you be adntterers,drunkards, nfurers, 


prove uſuzers, ANy WA wicked livers , Confider this or Gong 


ſuddenly take you away and there be none tobelye you. For if 


we be guilty of ſuch ſinnes, and encotrage dur (elves in 
them, by baſe coneeits of God, God wiltnot'faifers re- 


.'* Jeaſt is my judgmetit- And cherefore as Alexander Seve 


w_ 


prove us,and marſhall ſuch wickednefſe befote'ns,'to con- 


vie us thereof and conifound us therewith. 


Idem Sermon While the Gentleman depoputaresthe Count : ad : 


upon Ichn 2.16 3 Vſurerand victuler are bee6 the the chiefe Trade f.rnen 
uſurers fill the Of Incorporations , what wotder 'jF'e6 5 Gods 
Land with Lawand the Kings,the whole Land be filled with miſe+ 
Poor s rable poore. E | 


. Lis L 


The EnghſhUſurer. 
The $ . Teſtimony, Biſbop D ewnaws: 


Thus moit reverend and learned Biſhop, proves nſury 16 bt" 
wnlawfull, by divers arguments. | 
I Arganoent- | 
Whatſcever pervertethand overturneth an a@ of yer- Propoſition, 
we, eſpecially fuch aneceſſary a& ro humane ſocieties, upon Þ\.13, 
that is to ſay, free lending : it is not onely a viee-biit # de- p. 250. 


teſtablevice- 03) 
Bur perverteth and depraveth this necefſaty at. {/nwp'+ 
of hberality and — free lending: )turnihg it into aft 
aQ of ſelfe-loye,covet eandcrnelty; 7%. PS, 
Therefore ufury is not onely a vice, 6 a detefiable; Conc®s 


I 


vices. \ | 
The Propoſition is proved,becauſe nothing is oppoſite 
to yertue but vice» As for free lending,it is a commenda» 


ble a of liberalicy,and are tty of \ No 
The aſſumption { pondein pen el bedre BY by 
the ordinance of God, and by the Law of nature, lending 
2s ftee and charitable,intending the good of the borrower, 
and not of the lender ;. ufary hath/made it illiberall and 
uncharitable, intending the lenders profir chiefly ,” if not 
onely and ſeeking, yea covemanting for che lander gaine 
as Well one of the lofte of the borrewer, ' as out of his 
gaine-: The: property of charity 18 notto'ſecke herowne, 
bur the good of others; and w hereag other verrnes ſerve 
for the good of the ſubje&t wheremmthey are, the as 
of charity and liberality are referred to the g60d 'of _ New 
others: landing therefore being ana@ of liberglity and 16 6 
chatty, oughstoreſpect the good of the borrower - if TRIES 4 
not. onely ; yet cmefly;bbe tending by uſury is made an; you 
act of felfe-Jove , wherein the good of the borrower is uſurets <oye+ 
ſought eyther nor at all;orbartina Rcondatyreſpeiugir 127% abſolure-. 
tjervethto further the lenders:gaine- For the leri- '7 fo 84cs 
der by uſurycovenamethablolurely' for galnejwhich hap- 
neth tometimes out of the borrowers lofiezand ſometimes 
D 3 allo 
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alſo ont of his-gaine which the uſurer will pretend to 
ſecke and reſpeR,but the truth is, he will never looke af- 
ter his neighbours profit, unleſſe thereinke may be ſure 
to find his owne gaine, X 
Lending pro... The uſtrers lending therefore is an a& of ſelfeloye,and 
2P 
ccedeth from . it is alſo an a& of covetouſnefſe, For whereas lending 
3 Fountaloes, proceedeth from one of theſe 3 Fountaines, either from 
Chriſtian charity , or from civill love and humanity, | or 
from covetouſneſſe: he is ſayd to lend in Chriſtian charity, 
who lendeth forthe Lords faketo his needy neighbour, 
looking for nothing againe: in civill charity or curtehee, 
who lendeth to pleaſure his friend, looking tor his. owne 
againe: in covetouſneſſe who lookes for more. then his 
owne- For indeed what is muntis , that 15 covetoulneſle, 
but an-unalawfull defire of having more; 
5 T-* Argument. | 
' Vſury cannot be practiied with a good conſcience, be. 
1dem p. 310, cauſe it cannot be done in fayth that is to ſayin a ſound 
perſwaſion out of the Word of God,that it is lawful: and 
Rom.14.23- whatſocveris not of fayth is finne+ | : 
| | 3 Argnment. | na 
es That which is not honeſt and of good report,isnot to 
4 me ray be praQtiſed.For the Scripture teacherh ns,that we ſhoutd 
doe ſuch things as are honeſt, and of good , provi- 
ding for hene(t things, not onely before God,but alſo be» 
fore men;abfaining from all ſhewes ofemill. - 
., Butufury is a very odious thing, and of 11] report: the 
9 ” 7 yery heathenby thelight ofnaturedetetted it-T vdty ſaith, 
+34 riod ſuch mings arc to be miſliked which are odious,as name» 
 tneurrune ot Iy thatot uſurers. Colnmella ſayth;/ that __ 1s odious 


{<neratoram even to thole whogr it ſeemed to helpe. Arrſorlefayth ir 
 ©e Ofy ub.te js hated moſt warthily;&c. As for Chriſtians,uſury in an- 
cient time was ſo odious among them, that if any were 
but ſuſpetedto be an nſnrer; /b1s hone was counted the 
. houſe of the diveil, no neighbour would ferch fire at his 
-bouſe,or bave any thing todoe wich him,chuldren woutd 


pPOynt 


— 
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poyne at himinthe.ireets \yeas byche lawes of Chriſti=vid.Cent.yx+ 
ans they..are diffamed perſons: The Scriptures cenſure SR 50 


uſury as Wy ries $ ta beabhorred- jc. called 
and Pf. 109.11. the holy, Ghoft uleth this znterpretation the' houſe of 
againſt the wicked.: Let the exaQour (meaning thereby che rvell. 
read eafate al cha heck hae may beg: 
oe nare all that he hath \ Dy.1t may be g2-. 
thered, both that to be an uſurer is an odious thing, and 
that it is a curſe to fall into his ſnare- . 
Secing therefore uſury is, end. alwaies hath beene a Fe uſirer 
thing ſo odious and of fo bad report, .no Chriſtian Can <enies he 
ractiſe it with a good conſ{aence. FT daft 
The uſuzer ſins againſt God his neighbour,and himſelfe, | evit.2 5,36. 
Firſt againſt God,byi oy and ungodlineſſe. For the 1. 
uſurer wants the feare of Go . | 
2 Hee diſobeyeth the Commandements of God, 1&&® Þ+ 379: 
ſtraightly commanding free loane , and ſharpely forbid- 
ding uſury,and contemneth the threatnings of God de- 
nounced againſt the ſame, | A -.- 
3 He finnes byiotidelity , innot beleeving the graci- uſurers iut.. 
Ouy pomgyns of God madeto thole who lend freely ; for 4b 
as Chryſoit. hath well ſayd wa; &nicin; inyone BUUry Is the 
oflpring of infidelity. | 
4 By.difidence, ending commenly in prophaneſfe. 
For the Lord would have our fayth concerning fpirituall page a7 1+ 
bleſſings in heavenly things, to be ®xcerciſed and con- 
firmed by our afhance repoſed in his goodneſle for tem- 
porall bleſſings in earthly things, as may be gathered b 
the order of the fonrth and fift Petitions of the Lands The uſu 
Prayer - But the uſurers whole endeayour is to fertle 3, Et, 
himſelfe,and his eitateas it were out of the Gun-ſhot of cs Goes pro- 
Gods providence: he will not deale by Husbandry, or vidence., 
trafique, becauſe of the hazards whereumo eyther of 
both 15 ſubject ; thatisto ſay , becauſe of his difidence 
inGod,to whole providence he dare nottruſt his goods: 
and cherefore he will make ſure worke for himſelte, that 
# he 
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Note, he ſhall not need to fland td Gods cniteſie. The ptaGife 
* of uſury ſhall be as a Tower of BabeATanohim;that whe- 
ther God doe blefſe the traffique of tnen, or not, or whe- 
ther it goe well or ill with Husbandry, he will be ſure 
both of kis Principall and of his gaine. All ts oneto him, 
whether the Merchants gaine or looſe,” finke or fivim, 
whether there be Famine , or plenty, faire weather 6c 
- foulehe feareth no Nlouds. In a word, his chiefe endez- 
vouris, that in reſpe&t of worldly things he may have 
nothing to doe with God ; and fo at length of a 
faythlefſe man he becommeth alſo prophane, having 
forgotten God, as for this finne , the Lord chargerh 
Jernſalom,neyther is God, I meane the true God in all 
his Hi for his god Mammon doth wholy poſſeſle 
his heart. 
uſurers idols. The uſurer finneth by idolatry. For ſeeing the toote 
_— of uſury is covetouſneſle , ( which is the roote of all 
evill) it cannot be denied ; but that every ulurer isco- 
vetous ;andevery covetous man isan idolater, Eph,y «5. 
And a ſervant of Aammon, Aſath. 6.24, And thertfore 
no true Seryant of the Lord , now you muft remember, 
that for coyetous perſons and idolaters, there is no inhe- 
ritance in heaven. 

WEL Secondly , the ufurer finneth againſt his neighbour 
12 Þ *3*: for whereas there are two duties eſpecial'y tobe praQtiſed 

The uſnrcr 1s aA . | P 
be:h unjuſt J toWards our neighbour,that is ro ſay,luttice and Charity: 
urcharicable, Juſtice, to give eyery man his owne, and Charity, not to 
ſecke our owne but other mens profit. Inftice,to doe no 
wrong ; Charity, to doe good to all; nſury offendeth 
againlt both , as _ both unjuſt and oncharitable. 
W hick copulation is duely ro be marked. For whereas 
ſome alledge, that uſary is not againlt Charity,when nei. 
ther the lender nor borrower 1s hurt thereby , it ſhall 
hereby appeare that ifat any time it may ſeeme not to be 
oppoled to Charity as an hurtful! thing , yet it Is alwales 
oppoſed as an unjuſt and unequal! thing. For firſt, the 
gene- 


Fzck, 22:13: 


Note. 


— 


— The EngliſhUUſurer. 25 


11 Law both of Iuſtice and Charity is this, as you 
would that men.ſhould doeto you, ſo doe you to them 
likewiſe. But when you have need to borrow, you would See the anſyer 
that men ſhould lend you freely, and not impoſe nſury © *Þbice-2 
upon you: therefore in like caſe, when others would bor- 

row of you in their neceſſity, you ovght to lend them 
freely, and not impoſe ufury upon thern- - 

Thirdly the uſurer finneth againſt himſelfe by deſperate Idem p: 272, 
folly -For asevery notorions Malefaftor may truly be ſaid T he ulurer fin- 
tocaſt away himſelfe,and is guilcy of ſelfe-murther, as it > 5 on 
is ſayd of Korab and his complices Nam-16.38.ſothe uſu- , 
rer likewiſe palleth upon himiclfe the fearefull judgments 
of God, and is guilty of his owne overthrow. the 
Lord hath threatned not onely the tranſlation of their 

oods from them inthis world ,Pre.28.8.but alſo as tou- 
- rae the world to come, that they ſhall not dwell in the 
Mountaine of Gods holines( as may be gathered out of 
the 15 PiaIme) but that they ſhall diethe death,meaning 
thereby,the death of the ſoule. And that you may know to 
whom thecauſe of the uſurers damnation is to be impu- 
red, it is added, and his blood ſhall be upon him«. And 
that is it which Leo faith, Fax preanie, y ood eſt anime, 
the gaine of uſury is the grave of the ſoule. 


The 6, Teftimony, Biſhop Babington, 


Here be great ſlies,and thoſe be great men,that tyrary 
Jy rule, not ſhearing, bor ſhoving tothe hep aki; = ons 
if they take not skinand all. And there be leſſer flies,and 
thoſe be uſurers, and other biting binders, whe with their 
Noverins univerſs, make an vuniverſall raine of maty a 
mans eſtare,and doe fetch him in fiÞl with,the condition 
of this Obligation, that in the end his condition is wo- 
fnll,and his heart breaketh with the bitter griefe of bet 
knowne to all mer: Surely theſe arecurſed ſhes indeed,the 
®ckers of our lap,the bibbers of onrblood;the pinchers ycurers be cur- 
of our hcarts, and the ſtingersand wringers of our very ſed tics 

A ſoules» 


—_ 


Ezck, 18,13, 
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ſoules. The & gyprian flies was nothing like unto them,bur 
yet you fee was a great plague of God ſem to puniſhthe 
tinnes of men. Bur let luem.cemember-that thelc flies of 
e/E£7ypt had but a time,Gud ſent themin wrath,and tooke 
them away in mercy. Some oſes or other ſhall ſtand up, 
and the Lord ſhall tend a firong Welt wind,to take theſe 
canker-wormes away,and caſt them. intothe red Sea,that 
in our coalt they may torment no longer, Amen, 
Mkt If a man (ſaith the Law)borrow any thing of his neigh- 
pon « « . . | 
the Comman- bour,and it be burt or elſe die, the owner of it,not being 
dement*, by he: ſhall ſurely make it good. If xt beankired thing 
p+69,70 he ſhall not make it good, for-it camefor his hire. In 
- . Which law,ifwe well weigh it,we may firſt ſee,thatif we 
have that thing which our neighbour would borrow and 
we be able,without our hurt,wellto ſpare it him, weare 
bound to doe it,or elſe we finne againitthis Law of God, 
and we even fieale from our brother that which in right is 
I:is 2nece{- his-For God would nctever have madea law for recom- 
hary duary cf pence of the lender,if kis thing lent receive any harme,uns 
lo/e,to knd Jeffe it bad beenea neceſſary duty of love ro lend when 
»acn we W'Y- we may: thereforethts narrownelile of heart, and-unkind 
diſpohtion, to grudge unto any that good which by len- 
ding we cat pothbly doe himyt is hatefull in the eyes of 
God, and aplaine breach of this Commandement. 
Secondly,in this Law, ( as one hath very well noted ) 
we may ſee the great light given to that hard controverſic 
concerning uſury of money-For marke I pray you,how he 
ſayth in plaine termes, that if the thing were hired , and 
though it penſhed in the uſe, yet ſhould it not be made 
good by him which hiced it, for it came for his hire. The 
money which ulurers give out, ishured as you know, 
Therefore if it were a thing that might be hired, you ſce 
the ſentence of God, thoughit penſhed- 

Secondly , marke againe how the Lord ſayth,though a 
manlend of meere love freely without avy hire, yet tha 
ls xecompence be nothing moxe, then good will againe, 
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The Fnehſh Uſurer. 
vnleſſeir die, or be hurt which he lendeth. Now money 
neyther dyeth,neythes commonly is any wit hurt , but re« 
curneth every way as goodas it came- TS 

Thirdly , con{der how the Layy will have anapparemty,, _ , 
hurt of che thing lent, or elſe it alloweth no recompence, c,ngtorating 
but uſurers will have conſideration for likely loſſe:for,ſay tor likcly lefe. 
they,If I had had my money , poſlibly 1 could havegai- 
ned thus much with : yet are they not ſure they could 
have done it, for God could have croſſed their expeRati- 
on, and being not ſure thattheycould have gained, it is 
not apparent that they kave beenehindred : but this Law 
of God provideth inequity onely for apparent harme,and 
therefore nothing for them. | 

Fourthly , the equity ofthis Law 1s onely this, that They will have 

ood will beno loſer , and therefore proviton is made ccrtaine gaive. 
recompence , ifthe thingient received hurt, But uſu- 
rers will have their good will,as they call it,certaine,and an » 
exceſhye gainer- 

Fiftly, inthis Law of God, the borrower is celpeRed, 
chat he ſhould have helpe of his. neyghbour -, and not vgury reqar- 
pay for it , unleſſe he hurt the thing which he borrowed, deth wholy 

ut uſury regardeth wholy the lender.. Wherefore it ſee- tbe Jender, 
meth that if this Law of God hadever any equity, thi **) P\ain* 
uſury of money had ever plaine iniury, and that this kind 41,2 : 
of lending is voyd of love , and therefore apparantly a 
breach of this Commandement. : 
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The judgement of ont moſt Learned and Orthodox» 
al Divines concerning uury, 


The firſt teitimony, Dottor Willer. 


R= the ſeverall poynts belonging to- this queſtion up-Exocust 


be dilcuſſed, firſt we muſt ſee what ufncy 1s 1, Play Þ 599. 
oh ; C2: E > , PR WP alury defined, 
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ex mutue Velle, quam mutuatum (it inigunmy et , to deſire 
more by lending,then was lent is wicked, Caieran. 2} ſwre 
et lucrnm envd] acoipean; ſolins mutnat ions canſa.V (lury 18 
a gaine, which is taken onely for lending. Yume. 2 nice 
quid lwert preter ſorrem dabarnr , what gaine ſoever was 
iven beſide the principall: wherevpon 1t 2s called in the 
rew Tarbith, that is encreaſe of the multiplying, Cat- 
vine 3. After the lame manner was uſury detined in for- 
mer times;as Carthag.z c 16.Nullms clericoruns amplins ac+ 
Cipiat qnam C11 qurm accomodavit,that none of the Clergy 
ſhould receive more then he hath lent. Azgaftize thus 
deſecibeth an uſurer,Ss plus quam dedifts,cxpettas accipere, 
fenerator es, if thou looke to receive more then thou haſt 
given, thon art an ulurer- 

That this kind of uſury is utterly unlawfull,and not to be 
practiſed by Chriftians,it ſhall __ by theſe reaſons. 

Firſt, the Hebrews were forbidden to take any uſury at 


uſuty condem* 111 gf their brethren; of the Gentiles they might:bur now 


ncd. 


unlawfull coo 


the lews 


Of ir (elte 
kurefull 


Deteſtabl: a- 


monz the 
hcaibes. 


Againſt the 


diruta eſt maceries, the wall of partition is taken away, 

there is neyther Tew nor Gentile, but all are one in Chriſt, 

Calvin, 
Secondly,Y[ura ex ſue gexere nociva eft,uſury even of it 


- ſelfe is hacrfull becauſe it 1s called Neſhek ,biting,Caicran. 


and the law of nature teacherh : that we ſhould not doe 
that to another, which we would not have offered to our 
lelvess 

Thirdly,uſury was deteſtable among the Heathen,much 
more — ought to be among Chriſtians,as Cate being 
asked what it was to play the ulurer,anſwered,/dem quod 
occidere ;all one, as to kill: and further he ſayd , that in 
former time, they uſed to puniſh a thiefe but in two-fold, 
an uſurer in foure-told : Calvin, 

Fourthly,uſury is againſt the firſt inſtitution of money, 


krit inflicuti- Pogania inventacſt, ©c. Money Was invented, and found 
on of nPXY- gat, that thereby things neceflary for the maintenance 


of this life might be provided : but now it is PR 
te 
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ted and abuſed ts covetouineſle , - that money may 'en« 
creale money. | uſury againft 

Fiftly , the Scripture abſolutely condemneth -ufury; $cripruce, 
Pſc15.5. Exck.18-17, And C ſoibome flayth , Yſire Hom.z8. ſup, 
rides ſuper O0mnes mercarores editta ;, The uſarer ig Math. 
accurſed beyond all Merchants and trading men- And 
he further uſeth this compariſon , like as when one 
fhiftech Wheate or any other graine in a fieve, all the 
graine by little-and little ſlippeth thorow , and'ſo, ufurers be 
Solum Hhercvs rYemanet in cribs , onely the ſoile ant! dart curſed. 
remaineth in the fieve: fo of all the ſubftance and ijl1 4* excellenc 
gotren goods of uſucers, Nihil remanet preter peccarnum, compariſon. 
nothing remaineth beſides finne, &c« Obiee 

- If it be obieced, that God permitted the Hebrews to ** * 
take. uſury of the Gentiles, therefore it was not fimp! Anfo.' 
unlawfull;to this it may be aniwered,that they renner”. nſw. 
ſevenNations of the Canaazitesr,of whom _ might take 
uſury, which Nations they were commanded to deſtroy : 
and fo by this meanes they might weaken their eſtate, 
and empoveriſh them : whereupon Ambroſe inferreth, Ab 
hoc uſuram exige,quens non fit crinew occidere, Exadt uſury 
of him, whom it 1s not unlawfull to kill. 

But Dr. #illet bath certaine conſiderations, which 0648 
make the receiving of ſome gaine by the loane of money, «ss 
not unlawfull. pay 

Obſerve his conſiderations diligently , and thou wilt 1»/- 
utterly diſlike thy uſurious practi 

Firtt,if thou lend thy money upon ulury,thou mult noc 
be ſuch a one as maketh it thy trade to live by letting af 
moneys 

Secondly,thou muſt not lend money upon uſuryto thoſe 
of the poorer ſort; for toſuchit is amply forbidden to lend 
upon uſury,©xe.22.25 .and that which heallowes, is pro- 
perly no ulury, (a5 he faith:)bat rather a grateiry' that he 
which hath gained by anothers money, , to ſhew 
tis thankful! mind, make him, which was the occafon 
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rhereof,a reaſonable pectaker of his gaine,Gratitudo anime 


lege varurali mandatur: this gratitude and thankfulnes 


Notes 


ot mind is commanded even by the law of nature. 


Third!y,the intereſt which thou recetyeſt mult be mo- 
derate, not exceſſive. 
| Fourthly,this conkderation which thou receiveſt for the 
loane of money, muſt not be ex pas, it muſt not be a- 
greed upon by any certaine compatt or covenant: as the 
words here are, (ore /inmn, non1mponetu #1: You ſhall not 
impoR or lay upon him uſury-It is not lawfull to covenant 
with a maneertainely to pay ſo much ; he may looſe by 
uſing the money , he may be in hazzard alſo of the princi- 


What ſay you Pall; for the lender then to receive a certaine gaine, where 


to theſe uſu» 


LTC, 


in 1 wey + Upon 


Levit, P4625, 


the borrower is a certaine looſer were not jult, Snck in- 
differency muſt be uled, as that the borrower be' conten- 
ted,asto be made pertaker of the gaine,that commeth by 
his money, foalloproportionably to beare part of the 
lofle. $ 74 

The 2, TeStimovy; Dr« Smith. 


His isthefull definition of uſury, Quando aliqnts ac- 
cedit uſus rei gratia imierpoſica pattione ; Whenas 
any thing commeth'for the uſe of money above the prin- 


uſury dchincd, cipall; by way of contraR,or compaRt. for 10 it is ſayd in 


wary CON 
gcmned, 
4 deLiprute, 


the law, /o re/imun gon impones, Thou ſhalt not put upon 
him uſury. 

That opinion which condemneth all uſury , -1s groun- 
ded-uporevident teftimaniesof Scripture, Pſ 15 45. Pro- 
23,8, 'Ezech.18,13-17." & 23;r2,” and theſe places have 
ſomewhat in them more generall, thento be reſtrained 
to the poore : as thatin Ezeh.22.12. In thee have thry 
taken gifts to ſhed blood, in thee have they taken uſury 
and encreaſe, and thou haft preedily gained of thy nergh- 
bour by extortion: Theſe kinds of oppreſſion may be com- 
mitted as well againſt the rich' as poore, though more 
againſt theſe then the other. T 

The 
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The ſecond Argument againſt uſury,-is from the de-3 4rg#- 
crees, of councels,and teſttmoniesof Fathers, whuch ge- 
nerally forbid all uſury ,vidr locum- 16 7% 

Itis anſwered to theſe, and the like teſtimomies, that-g 4;e(7. 
the Fathers ſpeake againſt cruell and unconſcionable uſu-1gcm p.cz7, 
ry: Ong omnibus ſecults plus ſatis obtunuit , Which pre- 
vailed too muchinevery ages | 

But ſurely they condemne all uſury whatſoever; as Ayſwps 
Awgnitine ayth, Si plus quam dediſtivexpetias accipere, f&* in Þ1.36.con,; 
nerator #5;if thou expect to recezve more then thou ga» 
veſt,thou art, an uſurer- And Bernard fayth, quid oft w/w 
r4? venennmpatrimonty ; quid eft nſuralegalistlatro pre» k 
dicens quid intenait , what. is uſury ?- the poyſen'ef ones 
potrimony ; what is legall'uſury ? a thiefe- foreſhewing 
what he intendeth ; inter precept« familar- 

The third generall Argumentsagaiſt uſury 1s;from na- 3 Arg 
tarall reaſon ; as Ariſtotle thus reatoneth againlt its 

Firſt,fromthe unprofitableneſſe of it; for he that is rich 5792 £7 

in moncy,may oftentimes want neceſlary food- ee cpugtle- 

Secondly,from the infiniteneſle of the defire of money; Polir.1. c 9. 
all men thar are deſirous of money, doe encreale it infi- 777,50” 
nitely,rvhereas every laudable at, bath a certaine and de- . 
cerminate. end. 

Thirdly they pervert the end for the which money was 
appointed,vwhich was for commutation,and to be a meane 
o the end; bur they make money itſelfe the end. 

Fourthly, the manner of the gaine theweth it tobe 
unnatural! ; for it is according to nature to reape profit 
from the fiuits of the earth,or trom Catell;but it 1s againſt 
nature tO reape gaine from men , from one another; and 
when as money begerteth money ; whereof uſury. hath the 
mime 16G, ot begetting» 

To theſereaſons lome anſwer, That althougirmoney be 041.2; 
barren of it ſe}fe,yet by money one may purchaſe grounds 
which will bring him fruit; but ſtil] the argument 15 goo _4,{;p.. 
tor criginally this encreaſe commeth out. of money by 
mans 
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mans induſtry: and ſo by two things not apt to bring fruir, 

aine is had: by men and money: and befides this anſwer 
|< not, but onely for profitable nſury, but where one 
taketh up to ſupply his want, and neceſlicy, there 
ariſeth no ſuch fruit, 


The 3. Teſtimony Df. Williams. 


| Hat you may perceive and underſtand, how odious 
\ Hedberg 438 and deeds this biting theft is,l beſeech you 
uſurers jel to conſider, Firſt, how nnjuſt he is, eſpecially in theſe two 
agunſts) things: 1 In ſelling that which he owerh unto the paere, 
yo 87. } for the law of natnre tels thee,that he which hath,ſhould 
" lend and helpe him which hath nor, as we fee the loud, 
» Of Moſes, finding theemprinefle of a poole, will not paſſe untill ir 
Luke 6.35- filg itz the law of Moſes bids the ſame thing : andthe law 
z Of grace. of praceconfirmes it, ſaying, Doe good and lend, hoping 
for nothing againe: 'and yetthe covetous man els that 
which God commands him to give; and he lets that for 
uſe, which the Lord enjoyneth him to lend for loye. 
Gen 3.19. 1 Incating that which he neuer labuured for: for the 
The uſurer E- Lord fayd. 1n the ſweat of thy face thou ſhalt cate thy 
«+ Brag Bread: but the uſurer eateth the labour of other men, 
"if and forthe uſcof his money he uſeth to get Vineyards 
: which he planted not, Houſes that he bui!ded not, 
and many other things that he never laboured for. 
z He ivrmoſt Secondly, how cruel! he is; becauſe he cateth- and 
cruel, drinketh that with joy and laughter,whichthe poore man 
hath gotten with griete and teares, 
z Heis the Thirdly, how for his theft he tranſcends all other 
worſt of all kind of Theeves whatſoever: foras there1s not a more 
Theeves effectuall plague to hurt a man thena familiar enemy ; 
ſo the uſurers, being domeſiicall fees, they doe im- 
poveriſh and d{inherit moxe men then any other Theeves 
candoe; becauſe other Theeves Rteale ſecretly and inthe 
night time, but the ufurers follow their trade manifeſt- 


ly, 
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Iy,though cunningly,day and night: and therefore, when 
= Komans en) oynedother Theeves to make donble re- 
Aitntion for their thefr, they compelled the uſurers to re- 
ftore foure-fold for their tranſgreſſion. 

Fourthly,how fearefu)l is thepuniſhment of ſuch theft; rhe puoin, 
becauſe, as they have ſpoiled others, ſo they ſhall be ſpoy- men: of alu. 
led themſelues ;and their ſpoyle will be the greater : be- ers. 
cauſe that as the Dogge, ſnatching the Bread out of the 
Childrens hands,ſmatcheth the hand withall ; fo uſurers, * In this warld 
ſeeking the wealth of the poore, are thereby become the 
utter ruine of the poore , and therefore their wealth 19m Þ- 439+ 
ſhall be ſoone taken from them. 

2 As they have puniſhed the poore on Earth morethen + In Hell, 
many others, ſo their puniſhment in Hell ſhall be greater 
then mot ſinners, 

And in this there infernall puniſhment, it is obſerued How the uſu- 

that theuſurers and their children ſhall perpetually curſe 5575, 2nd char 
each other the father ſaying,curſed art thon,0 ſonne,be» a= ps "_ 
caule that for thy ſake 1 am tormented inthis flame;for I ther + 
became an uſurer , leſt I ſhould leaue thee a begger ; I ftiagly in Hell 
gathered wealch,that thou ſhouldeſt not be poare, and I 
was contented to be poorein grace, that thou nighteſt 
be rich in goods ; and theretore T am now poorein all 
things,but in torments-And the ſonne ; onthe other (ide, 
ſaying unto his father, nay rather curſed art thou,O father, 
L uia nifs male congregaſſes mihidivitias,non male congre- 
gatas conſernaſſem , becauſe thou gathereft thy wealth 
with iniquity,and lefteſt them unto mewitha curſe, which 
hath conſumed them and deſtroyed my ſoule. 

That Scraphicall Docor Anteninus , Arch-biihop of 
Florence ,after he had heardthe confeſhion of a wretched 
uſurer,gave him no other ab{olntion than, Deus miſere- The forme 5+ 
atur tws , fi wnlt , et condonet tibs peceata tra , quod an abaluion 
won credo ; et perducat te in Vitam eterram , quod eff which Antont- 
39po/ſibile ; God be merciful! vnto thee \, it he pleale, |c. W268 


| | _— 
and forgive thee thy ſinnes, which 1 doe not beleeve, © 
q and 
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and bring thee to cternall life, which is unpoſſible : thac 
's, Aebia fic ſtaxtibas , if God doth not wonderfully 
worke a (irange converhon in his heart, and the Lord 
himſelfe threatneth , that he which robbeth or giveth ta 
uiury,and receivelt the encreaſe int© his bags,he ſhall die 
tie death,and his blood ſhall be upon him, 


The 4. Teſtimony Di. SWtone. 


Here 1s no ſinne, be it never ſo pro:ligious and foule 
I. eChires upon but his maſter hath ſome plea for it, and ſome reaſon 
Kum,11.p.296 to uphold it. Some have Scripture, as covetouſneſſe hath 
uſurers excuſe 1 T5, 5, B.nfury hath, Vert, 23-20, nto & Franger thou 
ther, mayſt tend thy money upon uſury though not to thy brother. 
Pegtes Many perſwade themſelves that they have lawful! 
cailings when they have none ; ſach as live by uſury, 
carding, dicing, playing, theſe haveneyther the Author, 
God,nor the end,the common good- 
1dm p.477- No Callingis lawfull, when the ation pleaſeth nor 
uſuzees have no God 08-3 Co7-10.31, By this I hope ſome will learne 
lawiul callnge at laſt to give over their Calling,whereby they bring nor 
honour, but diſhonour unto God: thoſe that live upon 
uſury,by Dicing-houſes, by penning and aGting of Playes, 
let them all remember this,mine heart trembles to thiake, 
what calling theſe men have,my {oule wonders how the 
elorifie God inthem, 1} marvaile how theſe make for a 
publique good : How God is honoured,a Kingdome bet- 
cered,thecommon good promoted by them, Lknow not,l 
beleeve not« 
The 5.T eftimony, M".1Wilkinſov, 
D:ebtobooke, 
p.61,62, Et thoſe who plead this cauſe confider., that God 
AV uluty {ors diſpenceth with no uſury , when Ne/bek. the biting ; 
—_ 'i,. and Terbub, which they call toothlefle-ulury are both 
gt they condemnaed- Exek.18.8. 13» That the lender for eight 


would be orfiveinthe hundred , deales not as he would be dealt 
dr: Nc uino, with. 


—_——— 
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withall, for he himſelfe would neytker giveeight, nor 
five , nor two,if he could borrow freely: and the rule of 
love is,to doe to all menas we would they ſhould doto 
us, at. 7+ 12. Let them confider how uſury is cried 
downe;among other opprefſions Neh.5:% Pſ.15.5.How 
it iscondemned by the Councell of ice in Clergy-men, 
as a matter of filthy lucre,(if filthy locre in Miniſters,then 


no righteous dealing 'in others. ) how it hath beenethe Vitry << 
utter ruine of many thouſands in our Nation, how in the fan *t thou . 


Church of Reme at this day, alluſurers are excommunica- 

red menthly:how no manof note in all antiquity ( {ewes 

and arichees excepted)nene F lay of honeſty and lear- yy, tone loayw 
ning , for fifteene hundred yeeres after Chriſt hath even ned mendefen - 
undertaken the defence thereof: wherefore as /oa/h ſome» ded ulury for 
times ſayd to the men of Hephra , when they Rood for fftcenc hun. 
Baal againſt Gideon,Will you contend for Baa/ ? let him joon Chit. 
plead his owne caulſe:ſo ſay I tothe patrons of uſury: will 


you contend for Mammog?let him plead hisowne cauſe. 
The 6, Teſtimony, Mi» Smith, 


V Sury is unlawfull , for *: 


Firſt, it is againſt the Law of charity,becauſe cha» V'y is as 
gaiult charuy, 


rity,biddeth us to giveevery man his owne, andto re-F7 2 
quire no'mote then our owne : bur u{ury requireth more. ' TON 
then her owne-and gives not to other their owhe Charicy 
rejoyceth ro communicate her goods toother,and ufury 
re)oyceth to gather other mens goods'to her (elfe. 
Seeondly,it is againſt the Law of nations, for every na« 
tion hath ſome Law againſt aſury, and ſome celtraint a- 
gunſt Vſurers, | «pf | 
Thirdly,it is againſt the Law of nature.thiat is the natu- Againſt the 
rall compaſſion which ſhould be among men': therich 1» of nature, 
ſhould diſtributeand doe-good. andot God 
Fourthly,it is againft the Law of God.£xod. 22:Lews 
25.36-Dent 23 19. 


Againſt the 
law of nations, 


4 


=. Some 
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Caine mn-ks Some thinke that uſury is lawfull:becauſe it is gainefull, 
uy Law ull ag Saud thought that the 1dolaters beaſts ſhould not be 


7 killed becaute they were fat : But: ashe wascommaniled 
**= 16 kill the fatheatts,as wellasthe leane, fo we are com- 
b'- manded to kill fat fins;as well as leane {ins : gaintull (ins, 


as wcll as prodigall iinnes, 


The 7: Teitimony M:. Wheatly. 

Cavent forihe SUry 15 a notorious iniuftice 2: when a man makes a 

#0 VCTUOUT Þ » n # : "on ; , ; . 

"ap gaine of lending and bindsthe party borrowing, witli 
fury a 10t0- Ont conlideration ot his gaines or loſles,to repay the prin- 
nous intuftice. cipallwith aduantage-For whereas there be three ſorts of 
z forts 0tD07- ten that uſe roborrow either pooremen, whom neceſſity 
TTY duvesto it, or unthrifts , whom prodigality drives to it ; 
or {uſhcient men,that hope to make a commodity ot it:it 

is apparent by the confe{lion even of thoſe thac would 

ſeeme to lay Jomewhat for this uſury,(as if it were not a 

linn? fimply that 1t 15 wicked to lend on vſe to the pocre 

needy borrower,for G od hath flately commanded to lend 

unto him treely. And tor the unthrift , it 1s alſocertaine 

Vſurers Gaine "at ie ſhould not be lent to atall ; for that is to feede 
moſt by. uns Dis1flue with 111 humors , and to put a Sword into his 
ritts, hand wherewithto deſtroy himfſelfe : and thus the n(u- 
rers moſt accuſtomed and greateſt gainesarecut of. Now 

for the third Kind of men, ot themro exatt gaine uncond's 
tionally, not reſpecting their looſing or getting is a.toge- 

ther againſt the Law a Cherty aedaduity both, for the 

1ght ofnature will nat (ufter any todeny this principle of 

equity, that he which will have partin wealth , mult alto 

have patt :n woes;and hethat will dividethe (weer, muſt 

allo biide the fower:he that will take of the good Ince 

ceſſe,mult alſo takeofthebad- And the light ct Religion 

will nct ſuffer H1m that hath any ofit, to deny this prin- 

cipleot Charlty ; that Chriſtians muſt !erue ene anos 

tt erinlove,and nat th nilves alcne in (clie-loye : both 

VV UIICH 
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the Mountaine of God: which he ſhould not be, were he. 
not unjuit. So then the uſurer,whether hedoe it plainely, 
or underhand, as men have a thouſand policies to cover 
their {inne in this reſpe&, mult undergoe the imputation 
of living by wrong and 1injury- 


The 8. Teſtimony, Mr. Dod, 


N the ſame colourable thefc is that common ſinne of uſu- 
ry,which is of evill report, and hurtfull effe& amongſt 
men,and is forbidden of God in the Law and Prophets.It The eau'cs ef 
15 evident in Levie.25 .35 ,36. That the feare of God,and a vſury. 
loving and merciful! regard of our brothers life be the pre- 7, Wan* of 
k 4 . n Gods fcare. 
ſervatives to keepe men from this uſury : therefore the 70 un 
practiſe hereof doth grow from want of the feare of God, yrethren; 
and of compaſſion to our poore brother. Adde hereunto, 
that u{ury is not a Calling appoynted of God, but a hu- 
mane invention , devifed by worldly mento gaine filthy 
Jucre to themic]ves,whereby they live of the fweat of other 
1 . * 05 uny not a 
mens brows,and doe many times adde affiiction to theat- ©,ying ap- 
ited, and build_up themſelves 1n the rnines of their pointed of 
poore neighbours, whom they ought freely to ſupport. God. 


T he 9 Teſtimony Mir. Bolton. 


Vt ofthe widenefſe cfthe conſciences of wicked ._ _ 
men, proceed much mincing and excuſing,many in- ; «rerun W 
terpretations, fayourable conſtructions and diltinctionsof , a i Fg 
finne- As for example, that uſury is of two ſorts, biting All uſury con- 
and toothleſle ; when all kind of uſury is peRtilent, and dcmned, 
inolt certainely damned inthe Booke of God- 
Mimulters may tell the mercilefle uſucer that he is infa- 
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uury condem- mouſly guilty of that ſinne,of which aconverted ew, ar; 
ned by rhe honeſt ata tolerable Turke,would beaſhamed and 
= piyin's. remorſefull : ſtigmatized by joynt-conſent of charitable 
"2 Þ*"3* hearts,and trongeſtcurrent of beſt Divinity,with a brand 
of extraordinary hatefulneſle, hard-heartedneſle and cry- 
eity,which at this day doth ſhrewdly ſhake the Rrongeft 
ſinews of this great Kingdome,like a fretting canker,with 
Itis a fretting a plauſible inviſible conſumption, doth daily waſte the 
Git ates, ſucke the blood , andeate the lives of many poore 
diftrefed ones in this Land, fill Townes and Cities with 
unprofitable perſons,and the Country with miſeries and 
inhumanities. Nay, and let carnall reaſon, coyetous hu- 
mours,{upercilious,cbfinate imperiouines,fret, and con- 
tradi ,rage,and reclaime as long asthey will; to ſet a fide 
provocation of Gods plagues,andconlideration of piety; 
even intheſence of nature,and morall conicience, it calts 
an aſpertion of inexpiable ſhame and diſhonour upon the 
5 ancient glory of this incomparable City. It is very ſtrange 
alwers be iz Chat ſuch cayenous Harpies and uſurious Vultures, (tor (o 
Val 22 evenPaganiſme tiled them by the light ofreaſon,)ſhould 
audaciouſly roult eſpecially on high, in the Eagles neſt, 

this Imperiall grove and Seat of Maicfty, 


Note. 


Theo, Teftimeny Mt. Adams. 


| He uſurer is a private thiefe like /«*das, and for the ba 

/ Tis. Tadas which be ficales from Chriſt like Jada, or 
"Che uſurcr rather from Chriftians,that have more need ,and therefore 
like © 1u44- yyorſethen /udas. This is a man made out of waxe; Hig 
Pater neſter is a pawne: his Creed,is the condition of this 

Obligation t his Religion isall religation: a binding of 0- 

thers to himſelſe: of himſ&lfe tothe divell, —— infinite 

Note, - colours, mitigations, evaſions, diſtinctions, invented, te 
countenance en earth, heayen-exploded ulury : God ſhall 

then fruſtrate all,when he powers his wratk on the naked 
conſciene- God ſayth, They ſhaltnot take wſnry. Goe now 

tudy excules, and apologies 5 diſpute the matter with 

God: hell fire ſhail decide the quetiion. If 
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If uſurers, will not reſtore by themſelves,they ſhall-by ldem p: 230. - 
their _— For as Pliny writes of the Wolfe, that it 7 _ 
brings forth blind whelpes: ſo the uſurer likely begets = .ongaide HA 
blind children,that cannot ſee to keepe what their far 4h 
left.Bur when the father is gone to hell for gathering,the 
ſonne often tollowes for ſcattering. But God is juſt. A 

ood man leaveth his inheritance to his childrens chil- 
n: and the wealth of a ſinner is layd up forthe juſt. " 

An ufureris knowne by his very lookes often, by his om + hes 
ſpeeches commonly, by his a&ions ever: he hath a leane rmowrana 
checke, a meager body, as if he were ted at the Divels1,;, jworcs, 
allowance : his. eyes are almoſt ſunke to the backſide of 
his head with admiration of money« His eares are ſet to 
tell theclocke;his whole Carcaſe a meere Anatomy-Some 
ulurers have fatter Carcaſles, and can finde in their hearts 
to lard their fleſh; but a common meakernefle is upon all 
their conſciences, Fan pecrnie, funns anime. | 

Nature hath ſer a pitch or terme in all inferionr things, 
when they ſhall ceaſe toencreaſe. Old Catell breed no 
longer: doted trees deny fruit; the tired Earth becomes 
barren; onely the uſurers money, the longer it breeds the 
luſtier: and a hundred pounds put out twenty yeeres 
fince,is a grandemother of two or three hundred children; Notes 


pretty ſtriplings, able to beget their mother againe in a 
ſhorr time. 


Fo: manto Heaven bis hand: for teſfſing reares: 
Onely the uſurer needs not ſay his prayers - 

Blow theWind Ea#t,orWe#t, plenty or dearth, 
Sickneſſe or health,ſit on the face of Earth, 

He cares not, Timewill bring his money in: 

Each day augments his treaſure and his fin. 

Be the day red or blacke in Calender, 

Common, or holy, fits the uſwrer. 

He ftarves by Carcaſſe, and true money ſlave, 

Goer with full cheſts, and this cheeks ro bis grave; 


The 
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Idem p; 455 _ The uſurer ſhrinkes vp his guts with a {ſtarving dyer, as 


upon Com. 8. 
uſury dc. fined, 


Treaiie of 
uINY,P' 48. 


tnry condentse 


nocd T5 Gods 
ByUisC 


Is it Net a 
(ſhame for 
men 19 deny 
kneejing it 
the C omni 
Non, and to 
he protcſt 
{LUTE! $4 


wich Knot-graſſe: and puts his ſtomacke into his purſe, 
He ſels time to his cuſtomers,his tood to his cofers, ls 
body to languiſhment, his ſoule to Satan» 


The 11 Tcitimeny, Ms Perkings 


Sury 15 a gaine exated by covenant,above the princi» 

pall, oneiy in lieu, and recompence of the lending of 
it: ulury being contidered as it 15thus deſcribed, is quite 
contrary to Gods Word, and may very fitly be termed 
byting lucre. Exod.22,14,15+ Ex4ck.18.8. 2 (or. 8.13, 


The 17, Teft1mony, Mc. Fenton. 


Et every one who defireth to retfolve his conſcience 

tor this matter by Scripture (the onely true ground of 
a Chriſtian reſolution) let him conſider, I ſay,how neither 
v{ury nor intereſt biting uſury nor increaſe 1s ever oncena« 
med in the Booke of God but it 1s condemned ; condem- 
ned amongſt ſuch abominations as bring a cutie inſtead of 
a bleſſing : an eternall curſe upon the Soule of the uſurer, 
and a temporall curſe upon h1ts wealth and poſterity. 

Let ſome of theſe tender conſciences,who are ſo urgent 
to call for warrant ont of the Booke of God, for every ce- 
remony and matter ot torme in the Church, leeke a war - 
rant for this their prattice, which ſoneerely concerneth 
them ; and let them ſeeke 1t at the Oracle of God who 
hath nor left 1t, as he hath many other things, eyther to 
the diſcretion of the Church, or wiſedome of Common- 
wealths ; but hath vouchſafed to determine it in his owne 
booke to our hands: to ſet downe anexfreſle Law againſt 
itin Exodw ; to renew and revive that Law againe and 
againe in Levit.and Dwater, toratifie and confirme it with 
n0 other words then himſelfe uſed at the publiſhing of 
ihe Whole Morall Law; to fpecifie the onely limitation 

which 
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which he meant to tolerate for atime !to add the proe 
miſe of blefling to the keepers of this Law: and to de» 
nounce ſuch fearefull judgments againſt the tranſgreſſors 
of the ſame : upon their wealth and poſterity in this 
world, upon their owne ſoules in the world tocome. 

The uſurer, hath great gaine and certaine , ſometimes Jdcm p. 107. 
out of lictle gaine + ſometimes out of no gaine : ſome- V ſurers have 
times out of loſle 2 alwayes out of uncertainties,alwayeg <<rtainc gaine 
out of labonr andpaines, ont of care and coſt,out of ha- 2** 9! Jobe, 
zard and perill tothe borrower. Commeth all this on 
Gods Name ? 

There was never any Church or Church-man, carrying 1dem p. 142. 
thename of a Chriſtian, who hath defended in writting No Witer de- 
any branchof uſury, for the ſpace of 15. hundred cores occe uſury 
after Chriſt, Neyther was this for want of occafion gi-yyngced yeers 
ven : forit hath both practiſed and writtenagainſt atrer Chriſt, 
in all ages.Neyther can we with modeſty impute jt to the Note. 
ignorance of the Church : for as ſhe 1s acknowledged 
to be moſt Eagle-(ighted in the time of her purity : (o 
when ſhe was over ſhadowed with ſuperſtition, her wri- 
ters incaſes of conſcience, for matters of morality were 
moſt exaR: as by their ſchoole Divinity is evident to be 
ſcene, Yet where ſhall we find any one,for ſo many ages 
ofthe Chorch,whocould ever deviſe a diſtintionto lave 
an nſurers ſoule. 

He that deſires to be fully ſatisfied concerning the un- Mr. Fentoxs 
lawfulneſſe of uſury,by Scriptures, Fathers,the latter timeg Treati.<© of 
of ignorance: by the teſtimonies of the Church aſſembled Rog _ 
in Councels by the teſtimonies of ;Divines'in reformed \j,c_þ. —_ 
Churches,by the teſtimonies of Philoſophers, Hiſtorians by delperately 
the three Lawes x Canon,2 Civill,z Common :by firong minded. 
and conuincing arguments: finally,he that deſires to have 
thoſe motives anſwered, which perſwade ſome to the laws 
fulnefle of ulury, let himread with diligence the learned 
Treatiſe of ulury, wrnten by Mr-Fqamton,read his Treatiſe 
with a angle eye, judge of what thon readeſt without 
G affection : 
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7 Treamiles 

1pon the 8s, 

Commandc- 
HBe't, 

uluy wnjiws 


bull, 


CO _ ———  —_— 


affe&tion:and conforme thy affettions to ri ght judgment« 
The 13. Teftimony, M*. Rogers of Wetherſficld. 


Heſe being the moſt uſuall kinds of contrats,do ſhe 

the natvre of the reſt, whichare in uſe among men,and 
doe leaveno place to that oppreſſion inthe world; called 
uſury,or any other (nch ſeeking of mens private profit in 
their dealings,without regard of the common benefit of 
both: that1s,when both parties are nct provided for, to - 
their content and ſatisfying according to equity, and to 
the meaning and provition made by God ;in that behalfe; 
which is, that the one without the other (Kould nor be 
benefted or enriched ; but the one to have care and conſi- 
deration of the other, and the Common-wealth of bork 


Regard had of 
both partics 


No uſe of u% 
ry» in Church 
> | or Commor,- 
at wealth, 


Why Prea- 
chers prevaK 
nor with 

WI C18 


(as I have ayd ) reſpected which if it were regarded be- 
twixt both parties,could inno wiſe be jnftly complayned 


3 no wiury, Of; neyther 1s ſuch dealing ofthe nature and kind of uſu- 


ry,whether it be tn hirin and letting,or in any other kind 
of contra whatſoever, but that common dealing for 10. 
inthe hundred,or 9;or 8,or any ſuch like, which is with- 
out due conſideration of the -Comman-wealth, and up- 
holding of both,is utterly to becondemned. 

Which if it be well and duely confidered,will ſoone an- 
{wer all con'cionabe men,about thequeltion o©ulury,and 

preſſion;thatthere can benouſe of them.in the Church 
of God northe ChritianCommon wealth; the Law-ma- 
ker having ſaid of both,as of witch-craft, 3 1dolatry,there 


ſhall be none ſuch in Iſrael that 1s, among Gods people. And 


as forteaching others their duty,(efpeciallyin money mat- 
ters) who have not given themſclues1n full reſolution to be 
guided by Gods word-Preachers may ſooner wear? their 
tongues tothe ſtamps,then they may prevaile with them 
If thou deſireſtthe judgment of other Niyines beſides 
theſe before mentioned read, Mr. Bayne, his direfticns to 
2 godly lite, p-173, Mr", Philips, upon Afath 4. pgs, 
Ms 
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Mr. Dyke, upon Repentance, p» 143, 144+ Df. Sclater 

vpon the 2 Theſ” p. 377. M'. Kobrongh, Balme from Gi- 
lead p.3y,176,225 ,af's ,3 20,325,432» Dr. Preiton, Reme- 
dy againlt covetouineſle, p:33- Mr. #s/ſon, Theological 
rules for the nnderftanding of holy Scriptures, p-70. and 
in his myſtical! caſes and ſecrets of Divinity, p.180, Mr. 
Brinſley,nthethird rule and watch of life,p.97.Mr.Kegers 
of Dedham,Treatiſe of love,p.235,336, D*. Feb,on Agurs 
prayer,p-323,147-read alſo the third part of the Homuly, 
againlt the perill of Idolatry,p-70. where uſury is ranked 
with'groſle kinnes, and condemned for nnjuſt gaine. Read 
the ſecond part of whe Sermonor Homily for Rogation- 
weeke,p-225. where uſurers are ſayd to have their goods 
of the divell, to be worſhippers of the diuell, to kneele 
downe to the divell at his bidding. Secalſo Mr.Scadder, 
upon the Lords Prayer,p-276. 

It is now time todraw tothe concluſion, ic hath beene \., reuro, 
obſerved by wiſe men,that uſarers will nat eaſily be per- « uſury, p. 2. 
ſwaded to forſake their finne ; their gaine of uſury is a ujurces nor 
feet gaine, without labour,without coſt, without peril! ; cally perſwa. 
jet it be granted that they will not forlake thisfo pleaſant, $59 ©2 "ea" 
and fo profitablea fin: yer by theſereſtimonies, they mzy "5 es 
be convinced in their judgments, of the unlawtfulnes of u- 
ſury,and ſo they ſhall be made without excule at the laſt 
day,when Chriſt ſhall come 1n flaming fire with kis mighty 
Angels to render vengeance to all di{obedient perſons. 

As for you that make atrade of uſury,if you ſhall thinke 
your judgments to be of ſuch waight ghar all theſe toge- 19cm p. 77, 
ther be not able to caſt the (cale agaialt you, yet t hope ye ſedge 
they will ſo much move you z as'tobringrhe ballance to ;,ngpe, un, 
a ſulpence,that you will thinke uſury very queſtionable at ſhould make 
the leaſt ; and it it bequettonable, thenit 15 unlavwfull to the uſurer to 
be done. But if all theſe reverend Biſhops and learned *Von their 
Divines,will nor ſa move your underftanding,to make ic _ 
queſtzonable-: .then 1 willay no-more;and | canſay no 
lefle, but that you uſurers thinke that you know ſome- 
CG 3 what » 


The Engliſh Ll ſurer. 


2» Cor,s.z. 


1\ ry a finag 
C3 attcacd 


173 LOVANCE, 


wary like the 
Perhan tree, 
FE 157 W rx <s 


P5993, 


uawers mad, 


vary like new 
cJoth upen an 
old garments 
Bo, DoOwPna&an , 
P[.1s.p.206, 


Iiem p.254, 


wothing as yee ought po know its oe | 
To vim who knowettrulury to be a finne, it is a finne, 
becanſe he knoweth it.-To him that donbcerh,itislikewie 
a {inne, becauſe he doubteth-And to the reſt it is a finne of 
,endrance,but of affected ignorance; whole eyes are blin- 
ed eyther with pride, becawſe they 'would be {mgular,or 
with lucre,& gaine,becaule they would not diſturbe their 
conſciences by examining or diſcovering that {in wherein 
they have (o1weertly Nlepr,and doe til] repolſerhem(elnes. 
Bur ſuch ignorance doth neither excuſe nor extennate the 
!aulr,bur rather agravate the ſame becauſe it is wilfull, 


whateAnd then S. Par 1 makerh up there(t, char yee know- 


———— ED — —— —— 


CuaAD. L 
Stmilitudes to which uſurers, and uſury are reſembled. 


Sury 1s a thriving occupation. Vſury 1s like that 
\ / Perfian tree,that at the ſametime buds,bloſſomes, 
and beares tut. The monies of intereſt are ever- 
more ſomeripe for the trunke, others drawing to 
maturity,the reſt inthe flowreapproaching, all in the bud 
ot hope» But theulurer is mad ; forhis finneat once buds, 
bloſſomes, and brings torth the truit of vengeance, Every 
Bond he takes of others,enters him into a new obligation 
to Satan © as he hopes his debtors will keepe day with 
him, the divell expectsno leſle of himſelfe. Every forfeit 
he takes, icores upa new debt to Lucifer; and every mor- 
gag'd land he ſerzeth on, enlargeth his dominion in hell. 
Money lent upon uſury to a poore man to ſupply his 
need,may not unfitly becompared to a peice of ew cloth 
{owed upon anold garment;for that,although it conerthe 
rent for a time,and ſeemerhto have mend the-garment, 
yetafter a while, the new cloth/fretteth the 01d;and'brin- 
geth away a partotit,and fomaketh the teat much worſe. 
Though the ulurers ſometimes doe vauint,how kindly 


they 
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hep dedto re uchak debt 1, lp fans > tld 
yeere to yeers;/'yetth is the 
the greater is their gaineand- ) chey.defer the bar- 

Kn,imney doeancreaſe t:and: The uſurer 


rowers miſery,yetin yy urer _ 
therefore by ſome ate notunftly compared ao the compared to | 
fly eg #9 >, 


Cat, which though fora while he player with 
Mouſe, yetinthe end ſhewillbe ſure radevoure ity -- 2 
| The ufarers money is like the biting of theAſpe,for even j,_ore ot? 
2s he which is bitten of the Ape, goeth to fleeperas if he of the ae. s 
were delighted, and:through the pleafantnes of hisſledpe 
dieth,ſo he which borrawerh nponuſury isdelighted for 8 
time as onethathad received a good turne;and tothraugh 
the plealure of the imagined benefit he doth.not perecive , 
bow he is takencaptive- For even, as-the poyſan of the ,,,1/ ;5 _ J 
Aſpe,ſecretly;conveying.it lelfe; into-all the; members.cor* through aft © 
rypieth the whole bodyz{o-uſury dilperling it ſelfethrongh the borrowers 
all the borrowers goods,converteth thera into debt, And 8294s. 
evenasleaven which is put into meale,infecteththe whole | * = leaven 
lumpe,and drawing it to it ſelfe, turneth it into the nature 11 red a 
of leaven : io when, wſury entretb. into any mans houſepit /;xe. 
draweth all his\ubRance unto it;and turneth jt into (debt, Bb. Downars, 
The Philoſopher matcheth the uſurec with the band : P!-15: p,z58, 
and tothe ſame purpoſe obſerve the coherence, Dent;23- —_— erones 
18,19.It is a wonder theeeforeghet in the hive as it Were c29ſe fn. 
of the Common-wealth,fugh-drones are fyffered, which er. : 
live of the iweat, yea blood of other men: who out of os vſury is gaines 
ther mens labours attaine eaſe,out.of other mens-hazzards f4ll iilcncſle. 
ezine ſecurity,out of wy 5g loſle reape gaine. 
FI 5; 11237 31.0 1, IO ; C631 1 L 2: 
| rar ſayth, an wWhrex ia -blaod-lucker of the people; 
And as'a worme.m an Apple or Nut conſumethall that In decabog; 
is within,ſo an uſurer deyourcththe ſubſtance of the City ; 
a qe Sadoges we apdar- —— We add £317 4.02 
+ AE-UHIEE, WE trathque;a e }kis to make men Mr, Filkin/ors 
milerableand- to raile his. gaine out of-other mens adver+ Debe-vooke: 
fiies , heisfayth Chry/oſcomt, Quaſi manum ſwſcipiens ot ! 199+ 
G , 
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tn nanfraginm impeiews, As a mantaking one by the hand” 
to pall out of the water, bnt kicking him backe againe ts 
the Shipwracke of his fubſtance,and of himſelfe,which is a 
The ure Tde and barbarous partin any,co hurt infallibly , whom 
hurts thaſe he preteads to belpe, This 1s one of the bitter Potions 
whom he pre. which the world reacheth forth to over-purchaſers , and 
tends to helpe. over-traders,which they are forced co dnnke to the very 
Note. dregges, whenthey cannot be content to walke within 
their compaſle. As a man cannot touch pitch but be defi- 
led therewith ; ſo he cannot deale with uſury without 
detriment ,p/o fatto,the firſt moment. 
Mr.Smiths Whenrtbeulurer ſayth that he lendeth for compaſſion,he 
x1 Scermoy up- meaneth for compaſſion of himſelle, that he may gaine b 
on uſury. his pity» The uſurer loveth the barrower,as the [uy lover 
| p7 ney the Oke; the Iuy loveth the Oke to grow by it, fo the 
Me mz 19+ aſurer loveth the borrower to get by him-The uy claſperh 
to the Oke likea lover, bneutclaipeth out all the juyce, 
and ſap, that the Oke cannot thrive after. So the ulurer 
lendeth like a friend , but he covenenteth like an enemy, 
foe he claſpeth the borrower with ſuch bonds, that ever 
after he diminiſheth as taſt as the uſurer encreaſerh. 
The uſureris11ke a Butlers-box: for as all the counters 
The uſarer Vke at laſt come to the Butler, (+ all the money at laſt com- 
a Buders-box, meth to the uſurer,ten after ten,and ten after ten,and ten 
to ten,till at laſt he receive not onely ten for an hundred, 
Idem. bot an hundred for ten. This isthe onely difference,that 
the Butler can receive no more then he delivered, but the 
uſurer receiveth-more then he delivereth. 
He is likea Moath : evenasa Moath eateth'a hole in 
Like a Mouh Cloth,fo uſury eateth a hole in ilyer. 
The gent!eſt uſury is a moſt ſharpethorne,and pricks the 


Adam: workes 


p.10;8. Gdes of the Conntry till the blood followes. An ufirer 
aſury a ſharpe with his money, 1s like a manthat hath no worke of his 
thorne owne;ye keepes a ſeryant to let out: and takesnot onely 


Note. hire of others for his daily labour , but charveth himto 
Reale ſomewhat belides,and never to returnehome empty. 
An 


Jr EE 
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An uſurer is worſe then all ſinners, ke is worſe then a An uſurer | 


Thiefe : a Thiefe robbeth bur in the night, bu the uſurer Woſc then all 


robbeth day,and night. | | linners. 


. KgP Worſe the 
He is worſe then Hell: for in Hell onely the wicked ſhall Thiele. ay 


- be puniſhed : but the uſurer puniſketh,and ſpoyleth both Ihen Hell. 
good and bad, and ſpareth neyther holy nor unholy. | 
He lewerks then tv for onelewhit nor tile wikty of Then 16 
another: but the'uſurer will take uſury of his Chriſtian 
brethren- 


He is worſe ther death, for death killeth bat the body, Then death, 
but the uſurer killeth body,and foule, | 

He is worſe then {#das, for Indas ſold Chriſt but once Wor'e then 
for thirty Fyen, but they ſel} Chriſt continually, as often /*4«* 
asthey take uſury ; /»das reſtored the money againe, but ,,, ,,,,w.. 
the ulurers neverreſtorethe money againe that they un» pgore mand 
juſtly have taken. garden,p.370» 

The ufnrer is like a Pigge,forwhile heliveth, heis good, 1dem p.3700- 
and 'profitable for nothing, for he will be ever rooung up gta 
the earth: running thorough,and tearing of hedges: _ RY 
_ devouring good Corne , Beanes and Peaſon : ſo 
likewiſe doth the wicked ſwinith uſurer while he liveth'; 
but when the-Piggeis dead, then theve commeth profit 
by him to many ; 1o the uſurer, when death taketh him, : 
then the poore may have ſome profit. 

The worme Teredois {oft to touch, but it hath ſach hard uſurers bike | 
reeth,as it devoureth and conſumeth the hard timber; So _ NY 
the uſurer 15 a ſoft beaſt at the firlt to handle, butincontt- eats polit 
nuance of time,the hardnes of his teeth will eate a man vp « wtury. p.44 
vom cog bone, the have not an eſpeciall regard to ſhun | 

11% 

The uſurer is like the Bewer,ywhich biteth ſo ſore,as thathe The uſurer is 
never looſeth his teeth untill he hath broken the bones. 1t like the Bevery 
may be ſaid of theſe, deſolation and deftruticn isin their Notes 
path: whereſoever they ſer foot,they make havocke of all+ 

The Prophet Ezeckreldothhedgeinthis finne berweene Ezck 23.22, 
btibery and extortion, And jnanother place we ſhall finde E042 357 


that 


Penny 
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that it,and oppreſſon is made both one: thus by Gods 

The uſurer owneteltimonythele are oppreſiors/Notunaptly may we 
cowperedio compare the uſurertothe neather millonegwhich is flow: 
5 nary and ftvrres not ; he {its at home,and ſpends his time in a 
Howbe ſpends devilith Arichmeticke,innumeration ot hoares,dayes,and 
his rime, moneths,in Sub(tractionfrem other menseſtates,and mul- 
Note; tiplicationof his owae, untill be'have made divigon be- 
tweene his ſou'e and Heaven, and dizided the Earth to 
himſelfe,and himſ{elfeto hell. His broker we may compare' 

to the upper militone{_ without which the neather mil- 

ſtone may ſeeme unprotitable)thatis quicke and irring, 

and runs round : the poore {like Cone.) who berweene 

both theſe is grinded into powder-Surely it.is for wur fins 

that God ſuffers uſurers among us ?it may be he ſuffers 

uhurers ſaffe+ theſea while ; as he did the Canaenites jn 1ſrael,lef} the 
by 97 Wild beaſts ſhould breake in upon them: leſt pride and a 
; full eſtate ſhould ſpill mens foules. Yet we may lately 

lay of theſe as leona did of thoſe, they are prickes in our 

hdes,and Thornes in our eyes. Now the mercy of God 

rid us of them : let them bring what/excules, apologies, 
mitigations,evaſions,or dillinttions they poſiibly canin- 

yent: let them reply,uſuryis no fnne,many- learned men 

arc of this opinion:yet what are they the better, if God 

Mc. Rogers himſelfe be not of rhe (ame mind thole learned menare 
Strange vinc- of 2 and let them tell me if their coniciences can be ſo {a- 
yard p. 312+ tished Would notthe greateſt Yſurer willingly give an 
313* hundred pound bag to be ſecured in this point ? It is not 

{ate wading farre in a queitionable water. 

The uſurer may pretend he plcaluresthe poore,but his 
helpe isno better then his is hat gives a draught of cold 
water to him,that is in a burning feaver,which ſeems plea. 
ſant at the firſt, bur afterturnes to his great annoyance, 
>. 1-velt, Viury inthe middeft of a Citty worketh ſuch good, 
Spon The, as fire doth,when it 1s ſet to the roofe ot a Houle : or as 
P<31 6+ the Plague doth when it taketh the mideſt of the 
dew p+117»+ body and toucheth the heart» 


Mr. Perkins, 
V0l.3 pe 320, 


An 


— 


A 
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An uſurer is much worſe then a Thiefe. For a Thiefe An uſurer 
is drivenby extremity and neede : The uſurer is rich and W«ſe then 
hath no neede. The Thiefe ſtealeth in corners , and in * bi: 
places where he may be nnknowne : The uſurer openly 
and boldly,at all times,and inany place. The Thiele, to 
releeve his Wife and Children : The uſurer to ſpoyle his 
nei#hbour , and to undoe his Wife and Children. The The ufurer # 
Thiefe Realeth fromthe rich, which have enough : The Thicfe at all 
uſurer from the poore that hath nothing. The Thiefe *"<*: 
feerh,and will be ſeene no more:The uſurer ſtandeth by ir 
continueth,and ftealeth ill : day and night,ſleeping and 
waking,he alwayes ſtealeth-The Thieferepenteth of his Note: 
deed,heknoweth he hath done wrong and is ſorry for it: 
the uſurer,thinketh it is his owne that 1s well gotten,and 
never repenteth, but defendeth,and maintaineth his finne Se* Dr. 77% 
impudently. The Thiefe,ifhe eſcape, many times becom- [9% 429% WW) 
meth profitable to his Country, and beftoweth himſelfe *'*** 
painetully in ſome trade of life : The uſurer leaveth his 
Merchandize, forſaketh his husbandry,giveth himlielfe to 
nothing , whereby his Country may have benetice. The 
Thiefe 15 ſatisfied at length ; The- uſurer hath never e- The ufurer oe 
noughthe belly of the wicked will never be filed : as the '* [actaiogs 
Sea 15 never filled with water, though all the treames of 
the world runne into:t,So the greedineſle of an ulurer is 
never ſatisfied , though he gaine never ſo unrealonably« 
The Sea is profitable;theuſdrer is hurtfull,and dangerous- 
By the Sea we may paſſe,and come lafely tothe Haven ; 
but no manpaſleth G uſury without loſle or Shipwracke. 

Vſurers are in worie ks common irumpets, or v 

harlots be;for a drab is not bound to make reſtitution of ne nigh 


that ſhe hath gotten unlawfully , by abuſing her body in then harlors- 
filthyneſle,bur only to dos penance : & yet an uſurer muſt Pr. ”i{{on, of 
reſtore his evill gotten goods, becauſehe hath fioine them %1y p-133) 
or el{c,he cannot be received into the Church againe, 
Tlly,in his ficſt booke of Offices,compareth uſurers to 19: Þ? 147» 
vile artificers,that get their wealth by lying deadly , and 
H uttering 


»k”, 
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Dr.Sc/ater, 
upon 1 I heſ,s 
P 29233730 


'*" mpu 1 ons 


uttering falſehood to fave themſelves from famine. And 
with the ulurers,he rec%on-th tole-takers,cutlomers, ana” 
iwc'y money Orhcers, that pille and poile both Prince and 
people. Ar:ſtoile layth,that uſurers and bauds may well 
goe together , for they gaine by filthy meanes all that 
they get- 
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CuaPr. 6. 


Ananſwer toall ſuch Arguments as perſwade ſometo 
the lawfulnejſe of nuſury- 


1 Argument, from the Parable, Cath, 25.27, 


Thou oughteſt therefore to haue put my money to the Exchan. 
ers and then at my commin g I ſhould have receined mine 
owne with uſur ye 

1 eAnſwer. 

$ 1t not a worthy argument for nſurious contracts: 

drawne from the parable: worldlings looke for their 
one With utury, fo the Lord for advantage of his glory, 
by his gifts. Approves he their practiſe? or rather ypbrayds 
our negligence, by compariſon drawne from mens courſes 
in evil]? They were belt ſay, they may imbeazle their ma- 
fiers goods, becauſe Chrilt by that worldings wiſcdome, 
would teach us providence tor our ſoules ; or becauſe he 
reſembles his comming to a I htefte in the poynt of ſudden. 
neſſe,thence inferre the lawtfulneſle of ttievery- Compa=® 


why boriowee r1ſgng are borrowed from things fintull, arid unlawfull, to 


from thjn;s 
* 


tiotull, 


De Ci (Wn 
let rpon 
CIT}, 6:7, 


teach truth,and admoniſh of duety : the nie of them is, 
not to ;uſttfie their evill but, to remember vs of Cuety, or 
toexplaine his truth. 

2 Aaſwer, 

Similicudes and Parables uled in Scripture doe not hojd 
m every thing, but whercin they are comvared. As Chriſt, 
for his faddencmming,is likened to a thiete in the night, 

yer 
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yet hereby is not theft juſtified : aud as Chriſt is reſem- 
bled toa Lyon for (trength,and courage, ſo the divell for r Thel. 5.4. 
cruelty ; and ſo here, the ſpirituall increaſe of Gods gifts arms or 
15 11kened to uſury, for the thing,that 1s,the encreaſing,not DO RETOPRy 
tojuſtifie the manner. 2 And further, here the word ulury, 
NMetaphorice accipitur pro ſupere excreſcentia bonorum ſpiri- 
twalium; 1s metaphorically taken for the encreaſe of ſpirt-_ 
tuall graces, Aqzin, And fo ſpiritually, the Lord receiveth inP!.3s con. 
ulury trom us in theencreaſe of his gifts,and we uſury from "ow nog 
him,as Amnguſt me \ayth, Si vs f@norare, fanera deo, farne- tp 
ator minus vult dare, et plus accipere:; hoc fac ett#, da mo- 
dica,accipe magna da temporalia accipe eterna,ifthou wilt 
be an uſurer,put out to uſury to God : an uſurer will give 
lefle,and take more, doe thouſo;give ſmall things,and take 
great,give temporal things co receive eternal. 

It theſe anſwers will not give thee ſatisfaction, as what 
wlll ſatisfiea reſolyed u{urer, whomthe god of this world 
hath blinded ? then conſult with other Divines of ſound 
learning and fincere judgment,as: with Mr-Fentons Trea- 
tiſe upon uſury,p-14-p.1397- Mr. Dyke, of the deceitfulnes 
of mans heart, p.209. Bb. Downam, upon P\.15.p.285. 
Bb. /ewel, upon 1 Theſe p+140+ 


2 Argument,for the lawfulneſſe of uſury. 


1 would willingly pay ten in the hundred if 1 had need, and 4+ 
therefore 1 may take /0, 
Anſwer, 

wa Hat royall rule, doe as thon wouldſt be done by, Mr. Bo!tens 

muſt be underſtood and expounded, according to #* ons for 
the grounds of a good conſcience, dictates of rightrea- Sg bh 
ſon and direion of a jult and reftified will - not out of God,p.208, 
the miſts, and miſeries ofa depraved,and exorbitant judg- 209. 
ment. Otherwiſe Abimelech,Saxl,and other of that deſpe- Fenton of 
rate ranke and reſolution, might conclude, that it were 9) P 337+ 
lawfull for them to kill other men,becauſe they were wil- Rr 
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Pr. pi, of 
Wary, Þ 9. 
Bb, Dow4en, 
Pi-15.p-233, 
374+ 

powels poſitis 
ens ot ujury 
p.59. 


Note» 


Dr. Taylor: 
Circumipedl 
walking, 
P16 3,164 


Note. 


Noe: 


ling to be killed themſeives,Sce lndg- 9.54. 1 5499,31.4. 

for they might ſay , they did but as they would be done 
by-It would allo follow very abſurdly: the Majeſtrate be. 
ing inthe malefaors caſe would gladly be pardoned, 
therefore he muſt pardon the maletactor : ſore ſonne of 
Bel:al would be coment villanoully to proſtitnre his wife 
whom he cares not for himſelte, to others, therefore he 
may abnſe another mans wite whom he loves better: theſe, 
and the like abominable and ab{urd confequents, demon- 
Rrate the vanity of the uſurecs inference, and that Chiriſts 
rule is not ſo generall,but reſtrainable to that will ,which 
15 aber an, honeſtly guided by the light of nature,and 
Gods Law. 

2 We muſt then have recourſe ro this generall foun- 
taine of the ſecond Table, and fetch light and direftion 
thence: when we hayeno expreſle and ſpeciall word in 
Gods Booke; but rhe Scriptures have clearely and diret- 
ly determined and reſolved the poynt of uſury, 

3 If the ufncer werein the borrowers cate, he wou!d 
not willingly,as he pretends, give ten in the hundred, 1 
meane with an abſolute,and free will,but of force.and con- 
{traint, becauſe withour paying after that rate, he could 
not have it- Ifa man would borrow upon uſury, to buy 
land,ingroſle,foreſtall,or compalſlſe ſome nnlawfull mat- 

ter; that were a corrupt will,and no rule: but if his defire 
io to borrow were juſt and lawfull,as in ſomeca'es it may 
be, then it isno intire will, but mixed and forced by ſome 
necefſity,for the ayoyding of a greater evill: and there- 
fore denyed in the eye both of law and reaſon, to be ar: 
will at all. He that would borrow, ſhenld have need to 
borrow, fora needles defireis anlawfull,and an ingenious 
man who hath need to borrow, would not willingly bor- 
row,much leſſe would he pay nfury. Therefore the will of 
the borrower,inthiscaſe,is eyther corrupt,orno will at all, 
and ſo conſequently ,wwuhour the compatſle of C hrifts rule. 
The will of the borrower 1nthis cale,is like the will of 
an 


——_— 


an honeſt traveller; ingiving his purſe to an arrant thiefe, $imile. 

for feare he ſhonl& looſe beth puric and life. Is ſuch a 
man willing, 'thinke you, to looſe his money? or like the 
will ofa man, whoſe houſe being on fire, pluckes downe 
part thereof to {ave the reſt: willingly indeed as the caſe 
ſands with him, yertnot fimply,but apon necefſity-So the 
borrowers will is not free,bur forced,and fo a will againſt 
a will. 


Simile.. 


3 Argument. 


Some Divine: have undertaken the defence of ſome kind of 
#nſury oſpecially ro the rich,and ſo have animated ſome in 
that conrſe. 
, I Anſwer, 
This Doftrine brought to his tryall,willnot hold, ſee- 
ing it is \ueh a confoenct of mens eſtates,and ſo uncharita- ns ju 4, 
ble , as the Lord would not admit of it in 1/-ael, bur a- fins a” 
mong his enemies whom he would have quite conſumed. 
Beſides, men deceive themſelves in their diſtintion: fer 
God inthe caſe of nſury diſtinguiſheth not betweene the 
rich, and poore of //rael, but berweene the 1/raelires, and wy 
the Caxaanites , berweene firangersand brethren. The yo P9o'e 
poore indeed are mentioned , but onely thus, 1 Beccoe nedinthe pro« 
they have moſt need to borrow. 2 Becauſe they are mioft kibition of 
liable ro wrong, and oppreſhon. 3 The Commandement uſury. - 
of loane 15 made efpeciall for their good. 4 uſury on then 
1s a more grievous firme and crying,Z xod 22:21. 
06. But ifit were unlawfull ,God would forbid it to rhe 
ſtranger» Sol, 1 The Morall Law forbids it toall-2 Itis by 
God, da\) d with,by a fudiciall, for the hardnes of the 
hearts of the /ewes,for the unjufttice of the Gertslesr, who 
exaRed it on the ewes, and forthe overthrow of the Ca- 
naanizes. The word is Dext.23.20.Not Lemicro but Lamji- > 71219 pe 
cro, Extranco buie,that is to this iranger, meaning the Ca. © ©5777 140 
paanite.3 It isno more lawfu!l then Poligamy or a Bill 
of divorce, which was againſt the inſtirmor. 4- When the 
H 3 (an 
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2 Anſwer. 
Rb Pownam, 


on Plu-p 319, 


TDr Tclaterf up- 
ON Romans "np 


I 33s 


Þi © F ent on. 
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Caraanites were defiroyed, all uſtry was afterward ab- 
ſlutely forbiden; P/15.And Pro.28,8, Heer on Lew.18, 
In the Law uſury 1s fol bidvenonely to brethren, but in 
the Prephets to allablojutely: and inthe Goſpell much, 
morc,becaule all axe now brethren. 

If any learred men do allow that nfury , which is pro- 
perly1o called , and practiſed inthe world, I oppoleto 
them the judgments of many more worthy and learned 
men inthis Age,the teftimomies of allthe learned in for- 
mer ages,both Chrittians and heathen , the cenſures of 
Councels, the authority of the Word of God. 

Lf thoſe Divines that ſpeake or wnte for ulury ,proper- 
ly ſo called , be nſurers themſelues ; may not thus anne 
winde it ſe|fe in their affeftions, and thence creepe into 
their judgments,and underſtandings , till it hath caten 
out all ſoundnes of judging and diſcerning betwixt good 
and evill ? Doth not adultery creepe from the body to 
the affections bewitching them 2? Doth 1t not blind the 
jadgment : tothinke and cenſure it butatricke of youth? 
Drunkennefſe what an inward thirſt of the defire workes 
it?And how eaſily inclines itto judge it no worſe then 

oodsfellowſhip,yea lo good asa poyntof manhood. 

This aduantage hath the Divell gotten again(t us inthe 
practiſe of this fan,that nſury being a trade fo gainefull in 
reſpect of others,{o eafie, ſocheape, fo (ecure without all 


wry why a labonr,coſt;or perill, being alſo ſocommon, behovetull, 


} -witching 


© OCs 


Seneca. 


and requiſit in thele times tor all occaſions ; it hath bewit« 
ched even the conicitences of thoſe who are moſt tender in 
other matters, Forit the heart and afteRion be once won 
& poſleſſed,it is an eafie matter eyen by ſlight prootes to 
turne thebraine. 2ugd nimis miſeri volunt, hoc facile cre- 
dur:,Grong affe ion giveth great credit to weake argu- 
ments: whereas indeed it ought to be contrariwiſle ; that 
our natnrall pronenes,and the generall inclination of the 
world to this praiſe ofuſury,ſhould moyea well tempes 
red jadgment the rather to ſuſpect the lawlulneſle mw 
anc 


T be Enzhjh fl UT CF 55. ; 
and the ſoundnefle of ſuch reaſons, as are brought for its 
Perit omnc indicinum,cam 161 tranſit ad affeil um. Men loo- 
king by a#ection, looke through a miſt or a painted 
elatle, to whom nothing appearcth in lus native colour 
and due proportions "i 

Never any Divine,that ever I.could ſee or heare of,ever 3 - */ > as 
allowed uſury,but with ſuch caveats and lefſors, as alter «jv. : wor” 
the quality of aſary,and make itindeednouſury at all. 53. 

1 All Divines condemne it,as when men make a trade 
of it, Oniſquis ex profeſſo femeratur,ille emnine debet ab bo-Ca'uin in 
minum conſorrioreycrdThus alſo Dri#il/er he that lendeth £2 ck. 1 8: 
his money upon ulury(ſayth ke)muſt not be ſuch a. oneas., w oo 
maketh it his tradets live by letting'of monty.And ofall” © Pr 0 
other trades to be a profeſſed uſurer is moſt odions» 

2 They abſolutely condemne ulury of uſury. Yſura Tun. in Levic: 
nſurarum , judicio boxorfm omnium etiam apud.infideles 
damnata [emper ct infarsis fwit.Vetthis initlelteis no more 
unlawfull then uſury, 
Cantions to be obſerued by Vſurers, and that Exatly,to be. 
preciſely kepr,as Mr,Caluin ſayh. | 

1'Ne extgatur ab egerte: \t muſt not betaken of the See Frncon of 
needy,or ſuch as be urged to borrow upon neceſſity, ._ uſury p,62.62, 

2 The uſurer muſt nat be ſo add1Red togaine, but that {Pefur de cox 
he mult be Rill ready furniſhed, and willing to furniſh his #2444. Cap. 


: —_I- 44-QUE.gqg 
poore neyghbour in his need,freely. Perkins Condut, 
3 The rule of Chriſt mnt ever be his tonch-None, to Commang.. 

deale no otherwiſe then he would be dealt with. ment,s, 
4 The borrowers gaine muſtbe lomuch more at the leaſt O—_ aut 
25 the uſurers intereſt comes unto. ON aluin- 
0D, DEwnL4m 1 


5 That not-onely a re ped be had to the borrower, but vf 15, p, 274 
tothe gno0d ofthe Commonwealth alſo.that,that receiue 275, 
no preiudice 2? | 

6 That the nſnrer never exceed the ſtint ſet downe in 
the Country or Common wealth where he livcs, 

And becante Zanchie,who rshe!d another preat-patron 


of ulurers,dath undertake to fer. downe the true meaning 
ot 
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The Engliſh Uſurer. 
of Calvin, Excer, and others in favour of uſury, let us 
heare what vſury that 18, which they meant. 

Litt at paciſc de lucro, fed adhnbita ſemper conditione vel 
expreſſa vel racita, atg, in mente Ph creditors confirmata: 
nempeut (5 certo compererss ,ui tuam dediiti peenniam,cun 
vel pariem vel mhil lucri fegiſſe jdg, non [ua culpa ant neg- 
ligentia, ſed propter res adverſm,et quia dominus noluit em 
laboribua bomedicerer.tu quog, vel ni Foy ,vel minus quam var 

in _ accipias, Imo os anins eſſe debes,0 creditor, wt /i 

debitor, non ſolum non fecit Incrum, ſed ctiam accepit dam- 
num, tw quogue danms aliquid cum illo patiars : hoc enins 
poſtutat equitas et charitas. | 

The ufury tha 118 lawtall to covenant for Incre,but under a condition 

Zach) allows , Eyther expreſſed inthe covenant,or kept in mind,chat if ic 

appearethe borrower ſhall gaine little or nothing , ( 
without his owne default he proves a looſer ) thy uſury 
ſhall be liccle or nothing, and further if he looſe of the prin» 
cipall, thou mult beare part of the lofle, For __ and 

Epiſt. ad Eph charity require this. This is the uſucy which Z axchy de- 

4. queſt, s, fendeth,and this(fayth he)was the meaning of Bucer,and 

P-173« the re(t. Yet thisis nothing but meere partnerſhip. It the 
lender take part of loſſe as well as of gaine, it 15 no niurye 
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4 Argument for uſury. 
The law allowes eight in the hnndred, therefore it u lawful. 


Anſwer. 
Mr. Dyke, fm the common uſurer deceiveth himſelfe; why che 
deceutulneſe £& Law allowes eight inthe hundred : yea,bur the Law 
of the heart onely ſtints, and limits it to erght in the hundred, and fo 
".205, farre gives way to it, forthe preventing of a greater mul- 
chiefe. And this will not be enough to excnle the uturer in 
the Cowrt of conſcience;thus the Iewes deceived themielyes 
inthe matter of their Poligamy,n having many wives,and 


Mab19,%, intheirdiverces for eyery Lnfle ; they thought Aojes law 
had 
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had allowed them in theſe finnes : whereas our Saviour 
ſheweth, eſe onely gave a toleration fer the hardnefle 
of their hearts. Fi "cs : 

The permitting of uſury, argnes that vſury in it ſelfe, is 
evill,ond the rule of conſclenbnnh be Snched, not from yp 
the civill lawes of men,but from the Word of God. Mr.Smith. 

The uv urer herein 1s like the Iews,who ſayd He have a 
Law, and by our Law he ought to die, Tohn 197+ when 
they could not ſay, by Gods Law, he ought to die, 
they fayd,by our law he ovght to die,ſo when the uſurer 
cannot ſay, by Gods Law I may take uſury, he fayth, by 
manslaw ' may take uſury ; thisis the pooreſt defence 
of all the reſt : forif Gods Law forbid thee,can any law 
of man excule thee ? 

In that a(t of Parliament wherein uſury was tinted at 4»29 Picefme 
eight inthe hundred, and at thelatterend of that a&, it /!/* 74400 
is provided : that no words in that Law contained, ſhould 
be conlirued,or expounded,toallowthe practiſe of ulury 
in poynt of religion or conſcience. 
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5 Argument for uſury, 


V ſury is not forbidden in the new Teſtament therefore it 
i laufull. 
_ Anſwer. 
Deny this conſequence: there 's no ſpeciall mention 
of the forbidding of it by namein the new Tetiamem: _ f - ht 
Ergo itis lawfull, Forthere are many breaches of the paga3cdn of 
Merall Law, yea , many grofle finnes, which are not 84,83. ; 
expreſſely mentioned , and forbidden by name in the Note. 
new Teſtament : as namely, prophaning the Sabbath M*"Y po. 
day: all the degrees of inceſt fave one ; removing thy dos by : 
neighbours marke : taking for pledge, or upon execu- namein the 
ti0n a poore mans onely weed;removing of Land-marks, ncw I'clta- 
Polygamy; Jelouſe,occ. mcu!, 
2 An argument drawne frem the teſtimony of ſome 
I one 


” — ww _ _ 


7 he Fneliſh1t ſurer. 


Es a EO CO 


bb, Downem, 
P.15.p.,252, 
At 2, 


Bb powzam, 
Pl 15. P2864. 


one part of the Scriptnre neg? (tively , doth not hold, it 
1s {uicient that ic 1s forbid den inthe old Teltamom, and 
namely , inthe Mc Law of Cod, which 18 common 
and perfetua'! ; and ftarre be ut from us to thunke that 
Chrift in tis Golpell alloweth any (inne waich 1s torbid- 
den inthe Mora'!l Lavv. 

3 Neyther is the taking of nſary of a poore man,that is 
n never lo great ditrefle,forbidden by name 1 the new 
Jellament, aid tlicretore by this argument uc ſhould be 
allo lavwtn!l. 

4 By conſequence ufury is ſuthetently forbiddenin the 
new Teitament as ſometimes under the contrary athirma- 
tive ; for where free lending 15commanded, as 1zth.s. 
42, Not free lendiag (thatis uſury) is condemned : ſome- 
times under the generall, as Ephe. 4:23. I Theſ}. 4. 6. 
Sometimes abſtinence from ufary 1s commanded unde! 
the arguments of the greaterand lefſe, as Luke 6. 35. 
Sometimes by an argument drawne from the lefle, even 
finaers, ſayth our Saviour, are willing and ready to lend 
one to another without uſury , how much more doth it 
become you that are Chriſtians , to. lend one to another 
witnaut uſury ? 


6 Argument for uſury. 


It was in the Apoſiles time, therefore bad it beene a finne 
they wonld have condemned it. 
Anſwer. x 

I greatly doubt of this afſertion,thar uury was in the 
time of Chriſt and his Apoſtles commonly practiſed a- 
mong the Romans : ſeeing Tberizs 1n the latter part 
of his raigne had uſed effectnall meanes for the aboliſh- 
ing of utory,as Alexander ab Alcxardro reporteth ; but 
much more inreſpet of the ewes, among whom the 
practice of uſury was forbidden by the Law of Gcd, an{ 
to 


es. i. 
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to waom our Saviour giveth this teſtimony ,that the ve- 

ry finners among them would lend one to another to re- Luke 6.34. 
ceive as muchas was lent, St» James alfo findeth faulc ret Fo 
with the rich men of that time, that they ſuffered their gf agury p.84, 
gold and filver to ruſt, which they would not have done g,, 
if they had beene addited to nſury : and therefore the 
leile practiſe of uſury in thoſe times, may be ſome reaſon 
why 1t 1s not expreflely mentioned in the writings of the 
Apoſtles, 


7 Argument foruſury-+ 


The law which forbiddeth uſury, is not morall but indiciall, 
and therefcre not belonging to ws: they prove it tobe 4 Deut.23-20, 
law indiciall bþrcarſe uſury 1s permitted towards a itran- 


ger 
I Anſwer, 

1 It it were a judiciall law , yet the equity thereof, Bb Downem, _ 
which is perpetuall, would appertaine to us , viz. that 92 Play.p.07, 
uſury 1s not to be impoſed upena brother: but behold 
we Chriſtians are all brethrenin Chrilt, this difference of 
Tew,and Gentle being taken away» 

2 The law which commandeth free lending,is not judi- pexton of 
clall but morall,and 1s therefore renewed by our Saviour uſury, p 45- 
Chriſt, therefore the law which borbiddeth nfury or len- 
ding for gainc,1s morall; for the ſame law which comman- 
deththeafhrmiative condemneth the negative. 

3 utury 15reckoned inthe Scriptnre among the tran{- 
grefſions of the Morall law. Lookeinto the Prophets and 
they ever comHine this (inne of utury with the tranſgreſ- 
ſions of the morall law-in the higheſt degree, with lying, 
back-biting,deccit,wrong,bribery,Pſa-15. with idolatry; 
oppreflion adultery, cruelty, unmercifulneſle tothe poore, 
bloodſhed,and murther, Ezck,18. with the proaphanation 
of holy things: with the abomination of uncleaneneſſe: 
with the unaaturall ſinnes of inceſt, Exck,22,ufury(layth 

| 2 S.Baſl 
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i wryicete naxs'r SeBaſil) is placed among che greateſt aborminations ;all of 

71%76 9419 = =them tranigreflions of the morall Law» 

Is It 35 true indeed theres a judicial) and politique to- 
leration angexed unto this Law that the {ewes might take 

veur,33-:9 uſury offtrangers : but that maketh northe law it ſelfeju- 
diciall but rather morall, The Zewes had a.divorce permit- 
ted unto them in the ſamebooke of Moſes, the next chap- 
ter,and yer the 7 Commandement,to which that belong- 

Chap,24hr, Eh, is morall notwithſtanding ; inlike manner the Jewes 
might take uſury of ftrangers,which was a peculiar tolera« 


tionfor that nation,yet the law againk ulury 1s morall. 


8 Argument for uſury- 


If «ſwry be net lawfull for any toprattiſc,tlas what ſhall be. 
fn of thoſe Orphans _ Hex ny im theſe unjuFt dais, 


which bave Ttockes of money left wnto them , and want 
thell to employ the ſame. 


Anſwer. 


Femton of uſury V go ſhall become of them?by the helpe of God 


P.IL 5+ they may doe well. My greatercare is, what ſhal 


become of thoſe Orphans and Widowes in theſe uncha- 
ritable daies , which have no Rtockes at all left unto 
them- gh I confeſſe boththe one and the other are 
alike in this;that they benot lo able to helpe themſetues 
Exod. x. 22, 25 others be«T herforethere be no two eftates among men, 
23.24. over whom God hath a more provident and tender care, 
(a)oeur.10.18 then over(®) widowes and fatherlefſe children. 
& 14. 39.& 18.  Hath God thenſo many waies bound himſelfe by pro- 
114 & 2417 miſe toprovide for Widowes and Orphans , and ſhall 
Plone 68, ,. theſe by uſury withdraw themſelues out of his fatherly 
Plalme 1465, 9 PEOtEAiEn? ſhall theſe beſecured by uſurions eontracts a- 
gaink the .a& of God himſelfe ? verily Ged will take it 
more uakindly ac theis hands,then at any other. 
If Almighty God in wiſedome had theught it meet to 


have 
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have tolerated uſury in theſe perſons, he might as eaſily 
have mentioned the ſame,as he doth thetolerationof len- 
ding to Arangers-But it was ſo farre from Gods meaning, 
that in the very ſame place,where he maketh a law forthe 
lategard of Orphans and Wadowes, preſently and imme- _— 22-22, 
diatly uponit is annexed the Lawagainſtuſury.Shall then 13+ *5 
theſe who are fo well provided for, by a ſpecial! Law of 
ov Os, very next law untoit ? God 
id; | <7 

Let 'Widowes and Orphans, &c.Eyther imploy their ÞÞ-Downam, 
goods in ſome honeſt trade, hain ting hve al y6od nENS wy 
cauſe to expect a blefſing from God asany other : orler He hay 
them deale by partnerſhip,or if other meancs faile;let a+ Dr, widen: 
nuitics be bought for their lives, or Lands, or Rents pyr« diſcourle upon 
Chaſed for ever ;or let ſome ather honeſt courſe be taken, v!vry,p.79- 
which wiſe men can eafily deviſe ifthey liſt:how Orphans 
may be maintained without impairing of their Rocke- 


g Argument for uſury- 


The flate of the City cannot ſtand : Trafficke cannot bee 

maintained : tradeſ-men cannot live without Vſary ': 

ther efere uſury is lawfall. 

- Anſwer, 

23: F} demand firt of theſe TradeF-Men;, who cannot 
live in their trade withbur taking up atintereſt 3 is F-nron of 
their meaning that they cannor livein that faſhionas they uſury,p,1a1? 
doe,maintaine'their wives 10 thoſe faſhions that rhey doe: 
drive their trades to that height which they doe ? If this 
be the cauſe, the anſwer pre /"> cans be God would 
not have them carry (© ile as they doe, but to 


a 
drinke of the waters of their owne well , and comet p,ou. 5.15, 


themſelues with ſuch meanes as Gods fatherly providence 
doth offer them: there is no neceſſity for a man toinrich Note, 
himſelfe by ſuch practiſes asbeeyther forbidden or doubt+ 
full. Better 5: 6 litrle wtbihe feare of the Lord, thengreatPÞrouss,16, 
I 3 treaſure 


LI 
m_— — 
3 » A 


62 The Enghſh Uſurer. 


treaſure with troublezerouble of conſcience at the houre of 

death. Thus farre we do agree: whoſoever layeth this for 
: Tim. 6.9, his ground that he wil berich,mut inſnare his conſcience 
with many neceſſary evils, whereof nſury is one:neceflary, 
I ay,notto arcligious honeſtman,who1. content with his 
eltate;bur cohim who refoluech he will be rich :forthey 
that will berich( ſaith the Apoſtle)falt intotemprations & 
{nares,which drowne men in perdition and deſtruRion. 

2 1f it be propounded , that trade and commerce be- 
tweene man and man cannot be maintained in this Cir 
Luke 6.13, Without borrowing and lending: that is alſo granted. 
” loa Gods Law did ever intend that men ſhould lend one to 

another ; in charity to the poore t in friendſhip to their 

equalls.to receive the like courtefie againe. Which duty 

if men would performe,there where no neceſſity of uſury. 

- 3 The third point then followeth. Preſuppoſing the 

cuſtomeand corruption of theſe times wherein men will 

not lend freely as they ought ; is there not a neceſſity of 

uſury?admit that be granted : who did impole this neceC 

Note. fity? if God; then is thisreaſon good, uſury is neceſlary, 

therefore lawfull. But if men,or eſtates have drawne a 

necelſity of (inning upon themſelues by the cultome of 

ſinne, doth this extenuate or aggrauate the fault * Woe 

Eſay 5.18. beunto them (fayth the Prophet Eſay) who draw ſinne, 

Cauſe of the 48 With cart-Ropes- Cities and Incorporations have 

nb of drawne a neceſſity of this finine upon themſelues by three 
uſury, ſtrong cart-Ropes of iniquity- | 

Firſt the bardneſle of mens hearts,and want of charity 
in thoſe who be well able to lend,and will not;have for + 
ced many to pay uſury- 

Secondly ,the covetous defire,and pride of borrowers 
who out of an inſatiable appetite trocompaſle great mat 
ters, dotake up great ſummesofmoney, for money : 
that no money 1s to be ſpared for ſuch as be true bor- 

It.s.s, rowersindeed, Woe wnto them that teyne Land to Land, 
till there be no place for the poore to dwell in. That is the 


Country 
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Country woe- But upon the ſame ground, it is inferred 
Woe unto them who joyne money romoney, till there be none + 
left ſor the Poore to borrow. This is the City woe : which: 
bringeth a necefſity of borrowing upon intereſts ++ 

Thirdly,falſe-hood and deceit,in defranding cne ano= 
ther of their monies at thetimes appointed, ſo as being 
diſapoimed of their owre, are compelled to take | 
up of others,or to ſhut up their doores, Theſe three-fold 
cart-Ropes , not eaſily broken; have drawnea necefſity ' 
of uſury upon Cities. And ſhall it therefore be reputed - 
no linne? God forbid : itis no good conſequence neyther «-. 
in.-perſons nor eſtates, . q as 

Not in peiſuns. S Paxl telleth us. of an heart that can» 
not repent,which heapeth unto it {elfe wrath againſtthe 
day of wrath? Is impenitency inthat heart no fin, becauſe. 
cultome hath made it necetlary # + 

A diunkard hath broughthis body into ſuchanhabir, 
that unleſſe he drinke bountifully , even tothe turning 
of his braine,he is ſicke againe- Is not drunkeneſſe in that 
perſon finfull, becauſe ſo neceſſary | + 

But for the lender,which isthe uſurer, thereis no co- 
lour or pretence of any-ſuchnecefſity which can befall him: 
ſeeing he hath authority fromGod asſteward ofhisbleſ- 
ſings : and power amonſt men as owner of his money: 
for variety of lawfull anduadoubted imployments. 

2. Anſwer. 

1 The Common-wealth of the ewes did Rand without 
uſury, therefore why may not ours ? 

2 You may finde a diſcouery of the infinite injuriesthis In a tra a- 
Kingdome endureth by the unlawfull tradeof uſury. goiuft uſvry: 
W here the al:egations commonly: made in defence of te Med 
uſury,are ſofhciently anſwered. CE o7 monte oy 
3 PREY cheeſelt cauſe of the greateſt miſery in 1642, * 
this Land,as well to give occation of great waſte,as alſo l:ew in uſury | 4 
to make much want ; and will be 11 the end, the undo?” w_ | 4 
ingofall, if it be not looked to intime.. The Komane'® 5g” 
never 
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Dr. wi{{en, of never began to decay till uſury Lorded amongſt them, tor 

uſuty, Epilt. then private gaine thruſt our common profit,iult was hol- 

dedicat, gen tor liw, 1dlenefſe more uſed then labour,ryor inſtead 
of dyex, vice better regarded then virtue, no charity at all, 
no loye berwixt man and man, but every man for tumſeltc, 
and the whirle-poole of pride,and ryot overflowcth in 
all things; and in all places. 


10 Argument for uſury-. 


No wſury forbidden 4 the Law of God and by the Law 
of nature, but that which is hurtfull , and ionned with the 
burt and lofſe of the neighbour. 


But ſome uſury is not hurifull but rather helpfull to the 
netghbonr. 


Therefore ſome uſury b-. not forbidden. 


Firſt,the propoſition is untrue,and of dangerous con(e- 
quence: for the law of God forhiddeth all uſury in gene- 
rall,as athing in it owne nature, and in his whole kind 
ſmply unlawfall,without any reftraint or limitation,even 
as it condemneth adultery, lying theft, or any other noto- 
rious finne. Thus a man might argue for an otticious lie+ 

Reply. 
But they prove their propoktion thus. 
wſury 1s wot forbidden, but as it ts againſt charity for cha. 
Propolition, yigg 38 the'ſumme of the law, ard he which obſerveth the 
rules of charity, Frepers the law. 
| But that which u not hurtfull to thy neighbour , © nor 
Alumption, _= . mw. - _ _ | 
efore that » which u not bartfull to thy neigh- 
——— bonr 1s not Ewbidden, © NY 


Anſwer. 

x Tothe Propoſition : Charity,which is the fumme 
of the law , hath reference towards God ; towards our 
neighbour, not onely in private, but alto in publique: and 

to- 
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am a mans ſelfe. And in this ſence I : 
the propoſition of his ſyll 


ogiſmeto be true,v#z.That uſury 

| ns >: ridden burarie ie cepugnn is repugnant to _ brake 
a 10N 1s to befal 

ribs de thang Hon rs rope nn $ hurtfull eo 


our neighboltr in  panicaut il whom 
are notwith ferro” okra tie Note 
inlpbibeg particu Togbour i whe whoſe favouritistold, 
yet uſe it is repugnam to , It is repugnant to 
charity, God whois truth hath fo dden Feop 
he will deſtroy eyery one that ſpeaketh lies: the 
mouth deftroyeth the ſoule; therefore no lying can 
with that charity and obedience which we owe 0 God; 
nor with that love witiel weoweto our ewne ſoules.So in 
an rn 
uſury,but rather holpen? Wi 
=. againſt chariry; for From cat br paar bo u 
chawpand our alleges 9 God tio hat forbidden 
denounced his j eyainftic, made gracious'pro» 
——— will doe the TI 606 chk | 
duty to out Country,unto 1s in many 
he eQen 25 hath beene ſhewed : nor with that 
love whieh we owe to our owne fovies ; for whoſoeyer 
urteth forth to uſury,or takethencreaſe heſhall nor live, 
ut die the death. me WA, Ba 
Teabut ſay they againe fo prover former joy, at 
_ Ur fire ioybied wirh the hure of thy neighbour ic cov- 
demwed: therefore that which is wot royued with the hart 
of thy neighvenr 14 not condo. | 


- 1 deny the conſequence; for chereare otherrel 
which make [;befidesthe hurt of cur eigh 


bour,as even now I ſhewed ; bythe ſame reaſon the: 
trons of officiouslies might vethus,Godfarbiddeth'ys 
to tell a lic againſt our therefore the lie which 
is not againlt our —_— but for him,jsnot Ts 

k ue 


Idem p,. 295, 
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Bb. Bownan, 
Pl I f, P.,3Z095» 


But you will ſay, all lying.is forbidden: © is all uſury, 
as I have already prooveds 

And thus I have ſhewed againſt the propoſition that all 
oſury is unlawfull, though all werenot hurtfull.\. Now I 
adde.againtt the aſſumption of the firſt yllogylmeghar all 
uſury is huctfull ; huctfull I ſay eyther to the borrower as 
commonly it is , or elſe tothe Common-wealth as before 
hath begne proved-. 


1t. Argument for uſury. 


To lend upon nſuty, and to borrow upon n{nry are relatives, 
therefore if to lend upon uſury be a ſinne , it 1s a ſonne to 
borrow upon uſury ; and if 10 borrow upon uſury be law= 
full, then it « lanjulylenrogyerriery: 

w 


a. 

] Deny the conſequence, which is ares upon a falls 
ſuppoſition. That there isalwaiesthe likereaſon of rela+ 

tives. The op ur,and hethat opener therobber, 

and he that is robbed, are relatives : but ſhall we hence 

conclude that if to be robbed or opprefſed is not a finne, 

therefore it is not a finneto rob or to oppreſle ? 


He which upon neceflit Wen to pay uſury,doth 
He which ber. ſuffer wrong and is oppeſe : therefare ſuch a one finnes 
rewes upon u- not, Which may be thus proved- 


fury, neccflity 


compelling, 
ances act, 


To ſuffer wrong is not {inne- . 
The borrower which uponneceſiy yeildeth to pay wu- 
ry,doth ſuffer I doth not finne therein. 
He whichborroweth upen uſuryis not oppreſſed, becauſe © 
he is willing to borrow upon uſury:yea,and fo willing,that 
he ſecketh to the uſurer,and entreateth him to lend,offe- 
ring to give him conſideration according tothe Statute; 


that 1s to ſay,uſury- | 
Anſwerye 
Hethat borroweth upon ufury in caſc-of vrgent necefſic 


dot 
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5 TV 


The Engliſh Liſarer. 
doth yeild cou ainſt his will, yea althongh he both» - 
oral tur parry be ar ly Þ be , men 
ſeeme many times willing to that which is indeed agai 
their will- W hena man 1s in 'of ſhip ho 
will he beſtirre himſelfe ro unlade and lighten the ſhip, 
and with ſuch eameſtneſſe caſt his goods into the ſea,that 
he may ſeeme to be very willing'to berid ofthem: and 
the thing which he willerh,is nor the caſting away ofSee theaoferc 
is goods, bur rhe ſaſery of his life, This is a conditional 7.1 1 #- 
neceſſity. Thus the borrower's no more willing to pay u» | 
ſury, thenthat man was to caſt away his goods : but his 
neceſſity for ayoyding a greaterinconvenience,ma 
ſceme willing to that aye ſimply be is unwilling. 
141h a Aep!y, 
The uſucer cannot accompliſh his finne without the bor® 


_ » therefore. the borrower is partnet of the uſarers 
inne* | 


- Anſ\ wer, | | | 
Theconſequence is not good. The finne of ra Idem ps 344 
be without che innocent party that is raviſhed, yet ſhe thac 
is raviſhed,is not partner of his ſine that committeth the 
rape-So likewiſe one man cannot fe,nnlefle there be 
another to be oppreſſed*, nor impole uſiry, unlefſe there 
be another on whomir isto be impoſed : and yet he 
is oppreſſed is not partner of the oppteſſors ſinne,nor t 
' barrower who upon neceſſity borroweth upon nſury , of 
the uſuxers finne, B32. EN 
E 3 Reply. 4 q 
It maybe doubted of,whether one may take money for 
his uſe ofanuſurer: 1 Becauſe itis not lawfullto conſent - 
to him, that dothevill. 2 Nor to give occafionto one of - 
evill.as he ſeemerh to doe,that taketh money upon uſury- 
3-And Jeremy profeſſeth;that he neither gave nortooke, PEA 
to uſury where the Prophet plainely infinuates; that if hep, a4: 
had done eyther, hecould have found juſt eauſe in him=ypon the 
felfe why he ſhould be evill thought of. 2135 cmande- 
K 2 


An, nents, p. 79 
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The Engliſh Uſurer. 
PENIS "I —_ 
K | 1 Anſwer. 
Dr. Smith x Heconſenteth not tothe finne of the uſurer,that ta-- 
in illet vpon keth vp money of him, he conſentethieo mon 
Levi:.p.336- which 1s good, but the hard conducon nlending,the-ufu- 
rer impoſeth,and the other is forced to accept,becauſe of 
his neceflity. js l / | 
2 Neyther doth he give himoccafon of finng but of 
lending, the uſurer himieMe Sumr occafionem peecandi vas 
keth occaſion of ſinning« F 
3. The word their uted by the Prophet , is Naſhab, 
which lgnifieth,wwrue dare, to lend, as /wn. well trani- 
latethas it 15taken inogther places, Dene. 15.2, 0.24, 10. 
where the Sepruagint interprets it bythe word vs,or 
0s debt not ulury,and fo Theodotian here readeth,1 did 
owe nothing 19 any man; the Hebrew word Naſhah, with 
He,ſigniherth fmply to lend, but with Aleph,to lend up« 
on uſury,as Eſay 24-2. and though the uſiall reading be 
received, it figniheth no more then this that the Prophet 
Cautions in had no trading at all with them, (as weſay) he neyther 


——O——_ 


tt. 
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—— 


burrowing bought nor fold with them,, and yet they hated him- 


upon oſury. 


Whereforethe refolution here is,that a man for his neceſs 
ſary occaſions may make ule of an uſurers money , but 
(not to make gaine of it by letting it out againe. 2 Or to 
maintaine his pride,gaming,drunkenneſle. 3 Orto com- 
afle great matters inthe world,or to purchaſe Lands, or 
onies- 4 Orto ſeeme poore,that he may give nothing 
to the'uſe of the Church or to the Common-weale, in 
fubfidies and taxes. 5 Orwhen he may borrow freely,at 
thefirlt motion,offering uſury to the lender)but dtivento 
it of neceſſity: for, non qui paritar,ſed qui facit ininriam, 
peccat not he that ſuffereth,but he thatrdoth wrong, fin- 
neth; & it isa very like caſe,as when a-man uſeth the oath 
of one that ſweareth by falſe gods:as Jacob did of Labaexs 
oath,that ſware by the god of Naber,Gen 31.53.who ſer- 
ved other gods, /o/:24-2,to confirme the leagne betweene 
them,as Anugn/tine ayth, Now percate illins, ſed paito bono, 
que 


Bb. Down in 
Pts. p-. 318, 
31 3,3 30,&C, 
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quo fidem (ervavit tiny in bonum, he doth not his 
finne in ſwearing by falſe but his covenant, whereby $ 
he kept his fayth roa good"end: Epif154-” Andlike as'a 
ling into the hands'6f Thieves doth reveale upto. 
"I". Fa he » A43£* | r 


- - : and 
> 
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when one | 
ifie ma as ys to love 
if1t may be: an once enwra the 
we nk councell. Gize not refÞ unto thine eyergtill they Not to con» 
haſt delsvered thy ſoule, as a Doe the . hand of "the *inueÞ debr | 
Hunter and 4s 4 Bird from the hand of the Kowler ;Þ lo: UuEers.... 
For as z Birdraker/ ins lime-buſh;, {6 one by Veal with 

the ulurer, the more enſnareth and entangleth+ hineſelfe. 


22 Argument for ulury« : 
Neſpeck which ſignifies biring uſury ic unlewfull. Bur toothe 


leſſe uſury is nor ſo.- ©, 

ff $7 156 —_— * mt 

T is the nattire of all ulury to bite, Wi "Jha y 

difference : ſome like rhe Engliſh: nee? 2 Coaiftike Trp hires 

ury 

the dogge-fly, ſome ſcarce ly,and therefore nor per- 

ceived to be a finne, - | | 
Firſt becauſe many arecontent to moderate themſelves Why ulury 

inthis gaine,and then,itjc bea- fine; itis but a little one, ſeemes nor 

ay\ Lot aayd of Z oat, Gen. I 9.20» Modica (wwe | "perdunt oo bite., 

05; they be tho'e little ones that-undoe us. A. Moate in 

the eye if it benot got out in time, may grow toa Pinand 

Web; and a-mans+ eonſtience may” Shipwracks afs- % 

pon Whaleyn=>> 5102: Donn ut Wen, iLio 


| him{elfe by others,hath nocanſe 
to complaine- Yea,” many borrowers concurring in” this 
praQice,by their multindes,are able to ſway and inhance- 
K 3 the” 


I —_— 


The EnghſhUſurer. 

.the market,in ſuch manner,thatthey may live themſelaes 

dey ds SITEES — 

all ſet upon a greatbo-' 

Muligum rac dy 5 able tobeare many dogs, 'before The nodes com: 
r+bu graede plaine; and feeling the wound(as intime ſhe muſt) ſhe 
luatur onw. Knoweth not wellof whom to complaine. Borthenſome 
therefore it is to-the Common-wealth,yet ſo deſperled a-: 

.mong(t many,thatit is theleſle ſenſible), but never a whit 

the moreallowable- * 

For theſe and the like cauſes the biting of uſury being 

ſometimes not {o ſenſible toparticular perſons, almighty 

Godin his wiſedomeforeſeaing bow ready men would 

be tocavill at the word Neſheckhathofpurpoſeexprefſed: 

bis meaning more fully by the exegeticall addition of an- 

other terme , which fimply ſigmfieth any increaſe at all. 

; And this hath he done,not onely inthe comments of the 
Ezek.r8. 17, Prophets-But inthe very text ofthe Law it ſelfe, Zevie. 
Pro.as,8, 25+36,verarbuth and the 37. whemarbich : which word, 

Salomon forgetteth not to adde:for Salemons daies being 
| both peaceable and rich in filver and gold,men would be 
then more ready in all likely-hood to deviſe any cavill,or 
colour to maintainethat ſinne» 
Neyther ate theſe my prracoaſinnns , againſt the - 
undlefſe diſtin&ion of biting and toothlefſeuſury;bur 
FireCalyin himſelfe ( upon whom they ſeemeto relye as 
achiefe patron of ufury ) doth not onelycondemne itas 
frivolous ; but addeth further, tharit was the purpoſe 
ofthe holy Cheft,ayacog thatotherword to prevent 
| - ſuchcamuls» Dania homines has in parte nimium ſunt accuts 
The diſtinQt- | | brerfugia, quibns erndel; 
© bring Of we7ſuts, Of excogitant ſabterfugia, qu Hato 
 oorklefie [u4lh tegant; ideo addit i ot inerumentim non acceperitt be- 
uſury ſground- cauſe, layth Calvis, men inthis kind be over accuit and 
lefle, ſubtill,and deviſecvaſions how they may cunningly cover 
their cruelt ore he addeth inthe text, uſury or in 
creaſe, An the diſtinRion it ſelfe, Calvis his cenſure 
13, Ludum homines ſas eavillss ſed dens non admittis tales 
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ovrſoriar tmancond 5 y with h ward God ade T 


teeth no ſuch fleights- roy 3 og 
che allincreaſe above the principal is forbidden 


w;\-1,6 53S Argument for affry, Rp 
Fi ms fo forbidden r0 the gore, therefore linfu coat 


rich. 


Anſwer. p24 Ef | 

His evaſion is very frivolous: for Dewe. 23:19. there Bb Downes, _—_ 
is no mention ofthe poore, but all uſury is forbidden © 7415 pact | 1 

towards a brother, wn habe eich or poore. 

2 By the ſame reaſon we may conclude, is not- 
to be ED pooxe, the nadht Seo poems ; or 
ſtranger ; £ ore W y one to +.£0 Pro.x2,42 + 
the-married Wife,to the hildeen that havetheir Parents ; 
hvin , Ks 

3 Or when Salomon ayth,Robbe not the poore,beeauſe 
be is poore,we ONE OR_ zobbe Powelepolit;ol 
the rich, becauſe he is rich-- aley 5 Þ< 450 

God in the lawes of nſury,did ſpecialyand by name See the an- | 
forbid Pong 200 EE the erty ds 


I Toon minetin he bimſelfe hath over themwho 
«e commpedyand uſuglip;nagleted.of matte hom row” 
2. Becauſe the poore are ſooneſt and caheft c 
of the rich,as the loweſt, apy ny 
= Re the wes lending to the | ; 
au re | awtulneſle of 
pon uſury ; then it.is evident;that G 
for the deveSs LED poore 


lend to-the, poore for 
lend to the rich for -.uſury ? < 


- 


TE T he Engliſh Uſurer. 
Ro ———————— * « _ — — —_———— 
lamentable'and evident-experichece intheſe our daies, as 
no man,ns not the uſurer himſelfe is able ro grineſay it. 
Yet of thetwo it were berter for the man, that 
he ſhould borrow upon uſury , then that he ſhonld nor 
be able to borrow at all: now borrow at all he (hall 
not , if it be lawfull to lend to the rich for aſx , and 
not unto him, And therefore aFone fayd, Maleditta gloſſa 
gue mm——_ oy accurſed be that gloſle or commen- 
tary that deftroyerh the text, ſo may I fay in this caſe, e- 
vill farethat interpretation whiehouerthroweth the intent 
and purpoſe of the Commandemenr. | 


PO 4 14 Argument ,for uſury. 
AMgny by imploynent of money borrowed wpon uſury have 


—_— 
TT _—_ 


(? 


C 


growne rich. 


Anſwer, 0 ; 
pe Will not anſwer with Bel, rriicr ol} Tat 8 Sizer dare,that 
rene} is, 64 [ rbinke more ( ſayth he) hath comets the halter : 


Dr. »Fiox of but I thinke more hath proved banckrupts-Dr. Wilſon hath 
ulury, ptB9, 4 pretty ſtory to thispurpoſe, not unworthy the remem- 
bring-A man comming into 2 certaine Church,and ſeeing 

Note» it fraught full of Images made of Waxe,demanded,whart 

tnight, be the cauſe of fach an unwomed ſight ? anſwer 

was tnade, thatthoſe whom theſe Images did repreſent 

were certaine perſons which on a time were ſaved from 

drowning by calling npon'our Lady. Nay then (quoth he 

againe) where be the or in (I pray you) that 

called nponour Lady , and-were drowned notwithſtan- 

ding *So ſayT inthiscaſc, "Tf any manwill ſer before me 

the inſtances, and &s'it were the Images ofthoſe , who 


cooke np money on nv thereby-I would 
Smatd en the bers po Tn iow forth the hun- 
dreds and thouſands of thoſe, who by that meanes have 
urterly impoveriſhed;and overthrowne they owne eſtate, 
they will be found to be without all ns 4 win 
aff  4NGUg 


© Thom ne Kemneing ſeemeto be rich 
IE ne 


arm hfous es N | »o 
covenanteth for gaine ve "= 
robs Det and therefore out of - c i 
hislofle as well as our __ his : 

= laftly I adde,that the morethe "its ie 
by this meanes, the more the Common wealth is 

damnified- For whoſoever thriverh ES money 

borrowed RE Md iN of his + 
commodity, as that beſides a w* vt amaer ar rand for 5. Wilſon 
he alſo hath \. p< 


the EY himſelfe and his charge, 
gathered upan of a tenth part for the uſurer-And 


thus by uſury the prices of allcommediries 7 fckay wil 
WRuge the {ltr whobotrow pe n uſury, if 
chrive, mu s maKe two _ 
ad "incor tha endaiwiies deliblen ein kllgin uw 
which doe borrow upon nſury, muſt _ a On 
the 


nvſvrers- Therefore he reſt doe pitch the prices of their 
commodiries awey'm 1A Otherwiſe they which trade 

with money OR uſury could never thrive; bucBb. Pownen 
becauſe rypebryndorord rhrive, it is evident; thatall*rrs Pob'5f» 
of the Ln Tt Wait woes as if alt did *** 


eng Sr: 


jokifi the contra of 
notineventwmiucyi 


the 
rr ye Ape they may gaine both for 


Cray. Te | 
' tſurers muſt repent of their ſinne and make reſtitution, 


5 fo thoſe who hd pew this finne, their d 


uty afurers muſt 
isto hey thar ras gr their 
money to ality ſhall ow 04 oh re Mounaineof Gods their | 


bolineſſe, andy: unleſſethey RO And againe Fade 
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18. He that puteth forth to-nſury,and taketh increaſe 
ſhall not live , but dre the death, wiz, unleſe he repent 
and turne from his wickedneſſe; for that condition'1s to 
be underſtood by warrant of the Lords owne expoſition, 
Exech.18.14,15,215 
Bb. Downamin Now unto Repentance, beſides the inward loathing of 
1 P[.15.p.312, the finne,and ſorrow conceived forit;is required (as that 
313: teſtimony ; of Exek 33. 14-15- plainely (ſheweth) both a 
deſifting from the pravtice of uſury, and a reſtitationof 
that which hath beene gotten by uſury,with the harme of 
others- For the firſt,jit 1s the exprefle Cemmandement of 
God by the Apoſtle, Eph-4-28.Lert himthat ftole, fteale no 
more: and by Nebemiah more. particularly in this caſe of 
uſury,chap 5-10. Let us ceaſe from this burthen ; meaning 
uſury: forſaking of finhe qu pu wm forgiving of ſinne: 
Pre.28.13. Neyther inay we thinke that God remitterh 


thoſe finnes, which weour ſelves retaine. . 
| Now upon this forſaking of finne,will follow the ſecond 
urers muſt duty of repentance,namely reſtitution, as a neceſſary cons 


wn cle. bale aber ect heneptter ach antied repertanes 
 —* beingabletore ath unfained repentance 
CITY of bo ſmne, nor any ſound aſſurance of the forgivenefſe 
thereof. He hath not repentance ; for he doth not forſake 

the ſinne of theft and ulury, that continuethin it, and he 

continueth thercin that doth not make reſticntion, For ſo 

oft as a man remembreth,that whatſoever he hathuniuſt- 

ly gotten by uſury,or any other kind of theft,to the dam- 

nifying of others 1s not his owne,but theirs whom he hath 
wronged,and yet refuſerh(bein —_— reſtore the ſame, 

ſo often he committeth theft. Therefore Auguftine fayth, 

ecd , but counterfeit repen- 
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tum pſi reftituatur ablatum that the (inne 1s not remitted, 
unleffe that which hath bin'unjuſtly taken; be reſtored; * Rn® 
namely, if the party be ableto reſtore: for whiles a man Epift E ad * 
continnethin his finne.be'cannot beleeve the forgiveneſls/ Maced. | 
thereof, and he continueth therein,uncill he maketh reftt- 
tution-To reſtore is to ceaſe from doing wary, 4 
he that ſhall not reſtore, doth not ceaſe fromthe wrong. ' 
But it is further to be conſidered,to whom and when 

this reftitutionis to be made,and how farre forth." 1 ES, 

1 To whom? furely to him that hath ſuſtained lofſe or , O00 4 
harme thereby, Levit«b6-5 . Num.5-7,3 That 1s,eyther LO reftore. 1 
the uſe of the Debtor,ifhe hath beene- bitten, orto pub= 
que and  goaly uſeszt the Cemmon-wealth hath beene 
endamaged.' 
2 When? So {gone as thou defireſt remiſſion of thy fin, \ When, 
and reconciliation with God,for ſothe Lord hathexp 
ly commanded, Nambiy 6.7.8. Levit:6,2.3,4,5 6,7. viz 
That the finne firſt muſt be confeſſed to God: Secondly, 
reftitution is tobe made to the party offended, the ſame 
day that thou ſeckeſt reconciliation with God, if not be- 
fore: and thirdly, a facrifice-was.to be offered, &c. The 
equity whereof remaineth unto us,thar inthe third place | 
we ſhould call upon God for the forgiveneſle of our fin, "y 
Fea Os hon for and by the ſufficient ſacrifice of Chriſt 
(w ich was peck greoggay'ebe/Acrogat the Law) 'to' 

ive our Gnne. Many will {cemete ſceke reconciliation 
with God, but never thinkeof! making amends co'their 
brother offended , But our Saviour Chrift teacheth us an- 
other leflen, Marth 5.2324,» * g 
. How farce forth is this reftitntion to be made;rhat is, 

of what uſ ,and how much ? -. 21 LISTS $* ' How fatre | 

Anſ. Not of mentall vſary, where gaine for loane is in« forth this ro--- 


tended onely and expeted 2 for howſoever that intent Miwion is 
corrupterh the a& of lendihg,yet it polluteth-norghe free ©9'be wales” 


gift of the borrower, which is voluntarily given ih reſtimo- 
ny of thankfulnes.And therefore 4 bindeth not the __ 
2 or 
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The EnzhſhUſurer. 
for reſtitution to be made to 4uhe neighbour whom he 
| not wronged but torepentancetoward God. * 
And of bow  Forthe quantity ; ſo muchat the leaſt is to be refto- 
mh red as hath bin gotten by uſury withthe harme of others : 

or if the oJender be not able to reſtore ſo much}, yer 
he muſt reſore ſo much as be is able.The Lord in his Law 
commandeth.that the offender ſhonld reſtore the whole 
ſumme , and alſo adde-a fift umoirt , Cevie.6.c, 
Num,s .7.& Zacheus, to teftihe his repeatance, promi- 
ſeth foure fold: that thoſe men may know how farrethey 
be from trne repentancewyho will reſtore nothing at a)l. 
. If any (hall thinke or ſay, Dara oft bic Sermo, this 4s 
a hard or barſh Doctrine,which is not ſoefiEmed inre- 
fpc& of other kinds of theft :I Anſwer, the- harder this 
Note, Doarine ſeemeth to uſurers; then to other Thieves and 
Viſurers 666ſe pow on _ ate is their eſtate then of others. 
then oth:r ' to vate the ori 
Thieves. -youlnelſe of thisfnne , that whereas orher Thieves and 
robbers, if once they be diſcovered , acknowledge their 
fault, and are willing to-make reftitution-, uſurers 
though conuinced of this ſinne, yerſtend indefencethere- 
of and thinke not themſelnes bound to make reftitacion. 
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I could with much facility , confirme the judgment 


— igperernd Torches, thy = concurrence of a World 
ofteſtimomes ; ethe poymt 1s already difco- 
| aohpdye vered to be a manifeſt rruth, 1 Ley but (a)name ſome of 
Mo mich +* them,that require n({ucersto makereftitution,and preferre 
Sermon upon t© the uſurers conſideration , the judgment of a moſt 
alury. ard i" learned and judicious Doctors 

kas _—_— ot Powels potions of uſury p68 69, Mr. Philips Sermons 
TID "on" p95-BbSand: in Sermon upon; Luke (1:74+75-Mr. Rogers 
Bb , King on Rrange vincyard p-31 3-Bb Jewell, upon'1 Theſſp,147. 
1 otab Ch. 38+ Perkins yol-2,p.197- 

De &mirch i® 8 Jfyſury be an unlawful! trade,as bath beene ſafficient. 
qr _—_— ly- proved before ; then'it will follow , that what is 
_ j- wrongſully gotten mult be reſtored home,and GTG 

orc, . 
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is — raken from fock as 
rhenians diſcovered thoſe which ca 


0 enwrap, and uſrer have 
letheir pennies a -/* Unckins a> Et- 
if they will with Zachew+become the Childremof "8 cngl __ 
Prog th .they.muſt make reftitution of their de. 

eſ- Ly 


{ decreed fling 
FE CE IE I 
grenbyan fo = warmer wee 


Auguſtine —_ ray, Cw reiins : Dias 

male peoſſideter alienam oft beexale every ting which 
15 ill poſſeſſed, belon eth to another 3.Epih.34, 1 
But Teen this _ of uſary; thele cautions mult be 


obſerued- fk -- Chuchane 66 
1Thacevery thing gorrenby! 


but onely thoſe things : —_ F pas 
ut tho ” V/ni none ne Si 
which i not conſumed a he ea = 

meat, apparell, whichce 

red but value ofthern. * * 


Ne ca 49 
2. Beſides the uſury 


money, "pa may be gotren 
human 4 nduftria, by end mfry rnd for f re-- 
Ritution isnot tobe made: ® -cr:127 

z. And if the lender be damnified ;Þ erdilationem by the 
detayning of his money ; of that alſo a conſideration 
mutt be had. 

4 And all thepriceof the, Houſe and ground ionorts 
be reltored, but Secundum quantitarem v[wreraccording 
to the quantity of the uſury received. To this purpoſe, 


e Tquin.2+29- 18 AT 43+ 
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AQs 26.18, » of Satan unto 
of ſinnes,and inheritance a 
ed by fayth thatis in Chriſt» 


Now the God of peace,that broucht againe fromthe 
dead our Lord Teſus,that great Shephard of the ſheepe, 

Viet 3.aa,tte _—m_ the blood of the everlaſting covenant make rhem 
perfeft in every good morke to doe his will, wor king in them 
that which i well pleaſing in hu flohr , through» Tefus 
Chriſft,to nhom be glory for ever and ever, Amen. 


Bernard, Serm- 61. in Cant. | 
Meritum meum,miſeratio Dommi. 
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| | now 1 ſome | | , - 
Tea,they that lending moſt of a 
P though þ or tolerated i, 


he thoſe amwities © 
oft oves the biting it uſuries x 
mcy noincreaſe doth bring, © 
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Mi: , 
* That money i 
> WF. ſome of @ 
w: As monſtroug 
are touched "ind 
In uſury of Catrellganaf Leaſes, 
we may disburſeaur! for increaſes, | 

. More biting farre then. boſe whe dare to take » 
© ,who by meere lending doc a; woke. N make. 
Ms WAINY 'o ” th nous t, 0 
fo, by the eartb ſmall profic forth u brought; * *'# 
Untill both coft and labourgye beſtow, Ws % 
for little el/e but than and weeds will growe | 
T he-L aud-lordit here dare aver, | 
to beno Ee ng wſurer . & | 
Then #4 the money ma breake 1 
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| ſfter : if be 
the rale of Chriftian charity, and take 

More profit then his Tenant canafford, © © £ 
and ſuch as theſe are hatedof the Lord, © : 

Of uſurers there are ſome other (orts, | 
who keepe no certaine place , but both in Conrts, 

InCuics, and in Coyntry-townes they dwell, 
and inthe tricke of griping they excell ; : 

There beof theſe that fs or filence take , 

ſome other, an #ſurion profit make. | 8:1 1.M 
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DE nnd I none 
| Fr their wealt | s MPRICE © 
- FE of T heir carriages their neighbours fetch and bring, 
' ar they have wen 00 oa thew harveſiing 
Diſpatcht alneoi# for [© 
are many of our Conntry. { 
Some by anotber cugine profit cateb;. . 
LY | they muſt be prayed and payd for diſpatch. 
PIE} Tea Clerkes and many of ether Officers * 
13S are | yapr'g and more hatefull uſnrers, 
j Jl Thenthey that moſt are hated for that crima, 
|» ſince theſe doe often for a lirtle time DF. 
| Which they delay uniuity take what may 
| of no meane [umme,the annuall imereit p 
Theſe men are cruel; and yet worſe by farr 
'F mo#t treaſures , and their pay-maſt ers 
For, that which duc unto #« doth remaine 
WT they doe not onely over-long detaine, © 
* But,oft of every hundred, twenty taks, 
| ere payment of our ewnetTracbey make 
They muft have bribes their wives muſt have Carocher, 
or horſe,or lewels after which encr oches 
Their ſervants alſo, for ſome other dues. 
(4s they pretena) which if we dee refuſe, 
To pay unto them gwice 41 mw leaſe, \ 
this tricke exricheth alſo. ReferrenQ \ 
In Chancery ,and in ſome other Conrts. © 
and this or makes , or marreth moſt reports ; 
T hw ts that common cheat, and meanes by which 
meane Officers ſo SFeedily grow rich. 
Although they give large incomes, by this way 
their wives ſoona {adden grow ſo gay, . 
| That were but Kitching-mayds few yeeres bofore' - 
*-1 yea many in the bleedof 0 poore - 
Have dide their Gownes in Scarlet by ſuch eonrſes; '  * 
and cloathd and fed themſelves with Widowes turſes,.. 
George Withers. 
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